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Monique  Aguerre,  art  from  Millennium  Collectable  Calendar  Projecl  see  Page  17 


New  wave  of  deadly  Ellis  actions 
Year  end  rush  to  evict  seniors 


Bound  for  glory?  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


(Rubber)  Band  of  Brothers 


By  Judy  West 

New  legislation  at  the  Slate  level, 
which  will  limit  some  Ellis  Act 
evictions,  becomes  effective 
January  1 and  is  spawning  a rash  of  evic- 
tions in  the  final  weeks  before  the  new  law 
takes  effect  Worse  yet,  the  targets  are  our 
most  helpless  citizens,  the  elderly  and  dis- 
abled. 

The  Ellis  Act,  for  those  unfamiliar  as 
yet,  is  a 1986  slate  law  which  requires 
landlords  to  permanently  withdraw  a prop- 
erty from  the  residential  rental  business  as 
a condition  of  evicting  all  the  tenants  at 
once.  Only  legitimate  owners  can  occupy 
the  units  after  an  EUis  eviction,  or  the  units 
have  to  be  rented  at  their  previous  rates. 
This  is  a drastic  measure  used  to  overcome 
strict  Rent  Control  laws  in  cities  like  San 
Francisco  which  otherwise  provide  very 
limited  justifications  for  residential  evic- 
tions 

After  Proposition  G was  passed  last 
November,  prohibiting  altogeilier  the  evic- 
tion of  elderly  and  disabled  tenants  by 
owners  claiming  occupancy  of  the  units 
for  themselves  (otherwise  known  as 
Owner  Move-in  Eviction;  OMl),  a sharp 
increase  was  reported  by  the  SF  Rent 
Board  of  the  even  more  deadly  EUis  Act 
evictions.  Use  of  the  Ellis  Act  is  playing 
serious  hardbaU  by  anyone’s  rules  and  it 
puls  a whole  new  spin  on  the  traditional 
rent  control  debates. 


The  new  State  laws  passed  in  October 
1999  were  the  result  of  an  extended  nego- 
tiation process  between  landlord  and  ten- 
ant representatives.  More  restrictive  mea- 
sures were  originally  forwarded  by 
Senator  John  Burton,  including  a provision 
that  people  who  have  owned  property  for 
less  than  5 years  could  not  use  the  Ellis 
Act  to  evict  tenants.  The  final  law  going 
into  effect  January  1 adds  protections  for 
some  of  our  most  vulnerable  citizens,  but 
was  none  the  less,  seen  as  a victory  by 
landlord  groups  according  to  the  Tenants 
Union. 

Two  major  changes  wiU  provide  addi- 
tional protection  from  the  Ellis  Act  for 
some  tenants; 

1)  Elderly  and  disabled  tenants  with  at 
least  a year  of  residency  in  a unit  will  now 
be  required  to  have  a full  year’s  notice 
prior  to  an  Ellis  Act  eviction.  Other  tenants 
will  have  60-120  days  notice, 

2)  Local  agencies  are  allowed  to  adopt 
legislation  to  regulate  "further  use”  of 
properties  tliat  have  used  the  EUis  Act,  but 
only  if  lliey  propose  to  change  from  “resi- 
dential” to  “commercial”  use.  This  key 
provision  was  crucial  to  maintaining  a set 
of  existing  laws  in  San  Francisco  which 
limit  the  conversion  of  residential  hotels  (a 
residential  use)  into  tourist  hotels  (a  com- 
mercial use),  called  the  Residential  Hotel 
Conversion  Ordinance.  But  protections  for 
the  residential  hotel  tenants  will  only  begin 
in  January  and  aity  evictions  filed  before 

Continued  on  Page  12 


The  giant  rubber  band  ball  at  the 
Pride  Superette  at  22nd  and 
Guerrero  continues  to  inch  towards 
the  Guiness  Book  of  World  Records  as  it 
approaches  the  half  ton  mark  One  day  last 
month  the  ball  went  for  a roll  through  the 
Mission  under  the  watchful  eyes  Sammy 
and  Nabil  (Billy)  Keishk,  two  local  mer- 
cliants  who,  along  with  friends  and  fami- 
ly are  making  that  rubber  band  ball  grow. 

The  stroU  down  to  Milencia  Street  cre- 
ated only  slightly  less  excitement  than  the 
waUc  by  Willie  Brown  the  month  before. 
The  brothers  began  the  projecl  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  one  of  their  customers,  the 
echo-ish  Rayitrond  Raymond,  as  some- 


thing to  amuse  local  kids.  Now  they  are 
determined  to  surpass  the  1,476  pound 
monsterball  in  Delaware.  If  you’ve  got  a 
few  mbber  bands  or  a few  tlrousand.  w hy 
not  drop  by  the  store  and  help  the  cause 

Thousands  of  man  hours  and  dollars 
have  now  gone  into  the  effort  . so  the 
e.xcursion  into  the  streets  was  not  without 
a certain  amount  of  drama.  At  one  point 
the  monster  ball  started  to  come  unw  ound 
but  disaster  was  somehow  averted.  People 
like  the  Keishk  brothers  make  this  a great 
neighborhood.  (The  Mission  does  have 
one  Guiness  record  holder  already,  see 
page  6) 
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The  New  Mission  News  is  proud  to  be  a sponsor  of  these  great  events 
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Ysabel  Duron. 
KRONTV; 


Loco 


MISSION 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
CENTERS,  INC. 

cordially  invites  yon 
to  celebrate  our 

Anniversary 

at 

Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts 


Celebrate  the  history 
and  vitality  of  the  people 
from  the  Mission  District! 

^ T Featuring:  ^ 

^ ^ Dr.  Loco 

• KSOL-sponsored  entertainment 
Aztec  Dancers  • Samba  • Salsa 
fabulous  food  and  more! 

Wednesday,  January  12, 2000  6-lOpm 
To  receive  an  invitation,  call: 

415  288-3531 


Sponsored  by: 

New  Mission  News 
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The  Mission  Merchants  Asso'ciation, 
the  SF  Hispanic  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  SF  Mission  Chinese  Business  Improvement  Association  present: 


Join  us  for  this  festive  holiday  gathering 


as  we  help  bring  joy  and  laughter 
to  the  children  of  the  Mission 


Monday,  December  6,  1999 
6:00  - 9:00  pm 
Foreign  Cinema 

2534  Mission  Street 


Music  provided  by. 
The  Marcus  Shelby  Trio 
(Noir  Records) 


Tickets  available  from  $25  to  $500 
(your  contribution  is  tax  deductible) 

Space  IS  limited! 


SPONSORS 


*AT&T 


O'BRIEN  KREITZBERG 

PA  M 


pgi.iC  imil) 

foreigneinema 


webex 


An  event  to  benefit  Holiday 
Toy  Drives  in  the  Mission 


Visit  the  Mission  Magic  web  site  at 
WWW  missionmagic  com 

For  more  information  call  4 1 5-62 1 -0600 


The  Andora  Inn 
New  Mission  News 
Parlez  Communications 
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Valencia  bike  lanes:  a not  so 
surprising  success  story 

Traffic  is  calmer  and  the  street  is  safer  says  DPT  study 


By  Mary  Brown 

Eveiy  day  as  I ride  down  the  Valencia 
Street  bike  lanes  without  getting 
liarassed  or  neaiiy  run  over,  I know 
the  new  bike  lanes  woiic.  When  I see  kids 
using  the  bike  lanes  to  ride  to  school  and 
hundreds  (more  than  double  the  amount!) 
of  commuters  riding  home,  I know  they 
work.  When  I see  the  flag-toting  guy  in  the 
wheelchair  speeding  down  the  bike  lanes, 
and  old  ladies  cruising  along  on  even  older 
bikes,  I know  they  work. 

! don’t  need  to  be  convirKred  that  the 
one-year  trial  bike  lanes  have  greatly 
improved  the  quality  of  our  neighborhood 
and  should  be  made  permanent  fixtures 
once  the  trial  is  up  in  February.  But  it  does 
help  to  have  official  numbers  from  the  (not 
exactly  alternative  transit  friendly  group) 
Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic  (DPT) 
to  back  up  what  I and  many  bicyclists, 
neighbors  and  merchants  and  even  some 
car  drivers  have  come  to  believe. 

If  you  look  at  the  data  gathered  by  the 
DPT,  it’s  clear  that  the  new  street  configu- 
ration (left  hand  turn  pockets,  one  less  traf- 
fic lane,  and  striped  bike  lanes)  has  far 
exceeded  expectations.  It  is  being  held  up 
as  a model  for  street  changes  that  actually 
work  by  balancing  the  needs  of  motorists, 
bicyclists,  merchants,  and  neighbors. 

Perhaps  the  most  impressive  result  is 
the  sharp  decrease  in  reported  tiafllc  colli- 
sions during  the  first  four  nionths,  as  com- 
pared to  the  same  time  period  the  year 
before.  Accidents  decreased  from  23  to  13, 
with  injury  related  accidents  down  by 


more  than  half,  from  19  injuries  to  just  9, 
Reported  injury  accidents  involving 
pedestrians  went  down  to  zero! 

DPT  traffic  counters  also  found  a 
113%(!)  iiKiease  in  bicycling  on  ValeiKia 
Street  after  just  four  months  of  existence 
During  the  evening  rush  hour,  the  number 
of  bicyclists  using  Valencia  has  more  than 
doubled  from  $8  to  188  bicyclists  per 
hour!  This  number  will  only  continue  to 
grow  as  people  feel  safer  cycling  on  city 
streets. 

A DPT-sponsored  hotline  (targeting 
car  commuters)  for  coirunents  about  the 
bike  lanes  found  overwhelming  support 
for  the  street  changes.  Of  the  286  callers 
who  commented,  91%  were  in  favor,  while 
ottly  9%  opposed  the  bike  lanes.  Passions 
ran  high  on  both  sides,  with  favorable 
folks  likening  the  bike  lanes  to  "the  best 
thing  since  sliced  bread’’  and  included  sup- 
port from  motorists:  "it's  safer  because  we 
don’t  run  over  the  bicyclists.”  One  critic  of 
the  bike  lanes  cited  bicyclists  as  the  “major 
factor  for  abysmal  traffic  problems 
throughout  the  city.” 

The  biggest  complaint  on  Valencia 
Street  is  rampant  double  parking,  particu- 
larly in  the  block  between  16th  and  17th. 
Although  the  penalty  for  double  parking  in 
a bike  lane  has  doubled  to  $100,  many  dri- 
vers continue  to  value  personal  conve- 
nience over  public  safety  There  are  only  a 
few  dozen  streets  in  the  entire  city  that 
have  striped  bike  lanes,  but  some  motorists 
have  proved  themselves  incapable  of  shar- 
ing even  this  small  amount  of  street  space. 

Early  on,  neighbors  on  the  streets  par- 


All  the 
Holiday  Fixings 


We’re  cooking 
Fresh  Crab  daily! 

(weather  permitting) 


iW 


Fresh 

Holiday  lUrkeys 

featuring 
Free  Range  Diestel 
and 

Zacky  Natural 
Turkeys 


Ducks,  Geese, 
Quail  & Rabbit 

Free  Range 
Poultry 

Specialty 
Poultry  Sausages 


Cooking  up 

Cioppino,  PaeUa  or  Bouillabaisse? 

We’ve  got  the  finest  quality 
clams,  mussels,  shrimp,  scallops, 

& fish  - whole,  sliced,  or  filleted! 


(415)  282-3331 


allel  to  Valencia  Street  voiced  concerns 
about  an  increase  in  traffic  on  their  streets. 
Luckily,  though  there  are  fewer  through 
traffic  lanes  on  Valencia,  there  has  only 
been  an  actual  car  traffic  reduction  of  11%. 
Therefore,  none  of  the  adjacent  streets  has 
seen  an  increase  in  traffic  of  more  than 
5%. 

Overall,  bike  lanes  continue  to  have 
the  support  of  many  merchants.  “It’s 
great!”  says  Servio  Gomez,  owner  of  Back 
to  the  Picture  on  V^encia  and  20ih.  “The 
traffic  has  slowed  down  a linic  bit  and  it  is 
less  noisy.  I see  more  people  walking  and 
biking.” 

Progress  is  also  slowly  being  made  to 
calm  and  reduce  the  amount  of  traffic 


coming  into  the  entire  District,  not  just  on 
Valencia.  The  speed  limit  on  Guerrero 
Street  has  been  lowered  to  25  mph  and  a 
major  campaign  to  curb  the  number  of  cars 
pouring  onto  Guerrero  as  a short  cut  to 
downtown  has  seen  some  recent  success. 
The  Save  Our  Streets  Coalition  is  working 
to  slow  and  reduce  the  traffic  on  San  Jose 
Avenue,  the  biggest  traffic  funnel  into  tire 
Mission,  by  lowering  speeds,  installing 
bike  lanes,  widening  sidewalks,  planting 
trees  and  ultimately,  reducing  the  number 
of  exits  off  the  freeway. 

Mary  Brown  is  Director  of  the  San 
Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition,  located  at 
1 095  Market  St.  #2/i.  Their  offices  can  be 
reached  at  (415)  43FBJKE,  or  online  at . 


John  D.  Rai/moud,  Esq. 


Bankruptcy  Center 

End  Creditor  Harrassment 


MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE 

i/  Free  Consultation 
Weekend  & Evening 
Appointments 
»/  Payment  Plans 


STOP 

I 


Lawsuits 

Repossessions 

IRS 

Foreclosures 


351-2265 


14  Years  Experience 


Pacific  Academy  of  Homeopathy 

Learn  the  Art  of  Homeopathy 


( Two  and  Three  Year  Professional  Training  Programs 
( Introductory  Seminars 
( Resource  Center 

1199  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  415.458.8238  pahm@slip.net 


American  Classics 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop  in 
Maine. 


1026  Valencia  St. 
at  21st. 
415/826-2026 

WWW. bradeochair . com 
www.mainecottage.com 
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General  Election  November  2,  1999  • Mission  District  Statistics 

Registered  Voters 

Turnout 

Turnout  Percentage 

30039 

12170 

40.5% 

How  the  Mission  Voted  November  2, 1999 

Proposition 

Yes 

No 

A 

Laguna  Honda  Project 

9327 

1978 

B 

Firefighter/Police  Retirement 
Benefits 

8516 

2229 

C 

Supervisorial  District  Boundaries 

8149 

2231 

D 

Sick  LeaveA^acation  Credit 
Transfers 

9421 

1697 

E 

Municipal  Transportation  Agency 

6298 

4603 

F 

ATM  Fees 

9191 

2279 

G 

Sunshine  Ordinance  Amendment 

7465 

2905 

H 

Downtown  Caltrain  Station 

8669 

2242 

I 

Octavia  Blvd  Plan 

7686 

3096 

J 

Central  Freeway  Replacement  . 

3348 

7404 

K 

Campaign  Expenditure  Limit 

9112 

1648 

Candidate  For  Mayor 

Mission  District  Votes 

Tom  Ammiano 

5855 

Willie  L.  Brown,  Jr. 

3068 

Clint  Reilly 

1316 

Frank  M.  Jordan 

853 

Lucrecia  Bermudez 

223 

Cesar  Ascarrunz 

135 

Jim  Reid 

71 

Mark  0 Hara 

65 

David  J.  Martz 

59 

Joel  Ventresca 

56 

A D.  Wyatt  Norton 

42 

Martin  Lee  Eng 

39 

Max  Wood 

25 

William  Felzer 

17 

J R.  Manuel 

17 

Candidate  For  District  Attorney 

Mission  District  Votes 

Terence  Hallinan 

4733 

Matt  Gonzalez 

2667 

Bill  Fazio 

2009 

Steve  Castleman 

1014 

Mike  Schaefer 

273 

How  the  Mission  Voted 


The  Mission  District  lived  up  to  its 
maverick  reputation  in  the 
November  general  election  by  giv- 
ing Tom  Ammiano  a clear  majority  for 
mayor  with  5,855  votes.  Willie  Brown 
who  in  1995  got  35%  of  the  Mission  vote 
lost  ground  in  1999  and  eked  out  only  26% 
despite  numerous  campaign  appearances 
in  the  neighborhood.  Clearly  voters  in  the 
Mission  are  unhappy  with  the  current 
administration  and  downside  of  the  com- 
munity’s accelerating  gentrification  that  is 
displacing  long-term  residents  and  busi- 
nesses and  threatening  the  neighborhood’s 
diversity  and  character  Brown  may  have 
finally  gotten  the  message  but  probably 
not  in  time. 

Clint  Reilly,  despite  - or  perhaps 
because  of  having  his  headquarters  here  - 
got  the  Mission’s  seal  of  disapproval 
Frank  Jordan,  who  compared  the  neigh- 
borhood to  a bombed  out  Beruit  that  just 
needed  more  tourism,  found  853  people 


who  could  understand  (maybe)  what  he 
was  saying  and  agreed  with  it. 

The  tally  for  the  lesser-known  candi- 
dates didn't  amount  to  much.  Almost  all  of 
the  alternative  votes  went  to  Ammiano. 
Mai^  of  these  candidates  put  long  hours 
and  hard  work  into  their  campaigns  but 
were  swept  away  in  the  Ammiano  tidal 
wave.  When  voters  saw  Ammiano  actual- 
ly had  a chance,  they  directed  their  protest 
to  where  they  thought  it  might  have  some 
punch.  And  so  it  did. 

Terence  Hallinan,  who  may  or  may 
not  be  the  worst  District  Attorney  in  the 
state,  did  gamer  the  largest  number  of 
votes  to  keep  that  job  but  it  amounted  to 
just  44%,  a significant  drop  from  the  59% 
he  got  in  the  Mission  in  1995.  Hallinan 
remains  plagued  by  widespread  discontent 
- in  the  Mission  and  citywide  - with  the 
bumbling  way  he  's  handled  his  job.  He  has 
drawn  national  press  coverage  and  praise 


for  his  educational  and  progressive 
approach  to  prostitution.  Those  living  on 
or  near  Capp  Street  don't  care  about  the 
poUtical  labeling  of  the  efforts  to  deal  with 
the  prostitution;  they  just  want  fewer 
hookers  on  the  streets.  They  got  more 
hookers  and  Hallinan  got  fewer  votes.  His 
declining  popularity  is  not  a rejection  of 
his  political  philosoplty  but  a judgement 
on  his  competence.  Newcomer  Matt 
Gonzalez,  who  also  ran  as  a progressive 
candidate  came  in  a strong  second  while 
Bill  Fazio,  a more  law  and  order  prosecu- 
tor. finished  third. 


The  Mission  vote  on  the  propositions 
held  no  surprises  in  what,  along  with 
North  Bernal  Heights,  has  become  San 
Francisco's  most  progressive  community. 
ATM  fees  lost  heavily  by  almost  7,000 
votes.  The  closest  contest  was  for  approval 
of  the  new  Transportation  Agency,  which 
was  approved  by  a 1,700-vote  margin 
Everything  passed  but  the  proposed 
rebuilding  of  the  Central  Freeway,  which 
here  in  bicycle  land,  lost  by  almost  4,000 
votes. 


These  groups  need  your  help 
during  the  holiday  season. 


Suick  picks  from  the  Volunteer 
Center’s  annual  Wish  List,  a 
resource  for  those  who  want  to 
0 those  in  need; 

Family  Living  and  Learning  Services 
needs  books,  videos  appropriate  for  family 
viewing  and  educational  software  for  chil- 
dren. Contact  Audrey  Harlan  at  (415)  334- 
8613. 

Homeless  Children's  Network  needs 
new  warm  clothing,  educational  toys, 
uplifting  books  and.  if  possible,  store  gift 
certificates.  Contact  Vicky  Huey  at  (415) 
437-3990. 

Immune  Enhancement  Project  needs 
to  brighten  up  their  treatment  rooms  with 
mirrors,  curtains,  and  Persian  (or  Persian- 
like)  area  mgs.  Contact  Daniel  Navarro  at 
(415)  252-8711, 

Institute  Lahoral  de  la  Raza  needs 
donations  to  tlic  Community  Thrift  Store 
Giving  Project  to  be  made  in  the  name  of 
“Institute  101.’’  They  will  receive  a dona- 
tion when  the  items  are  sold.  Contact 
Sarah  Shaker  at  (415)  431-7522. 

International  Rescue  Committee 
needs  new  or  used  furniture,  kitchen  appli- 
ances, and  toys.  Contact  Denene 
Andolpho  at  (415)  437-3990. 


Lavender  Youth  Recreation  & 
Information  Center  arts  and  media  pro- 
gram needs  (6)  35mm  semi-automatic 
cameras.  8mm  digital  video  equipment, 
software  for  web  pages  and  graphic 
design,  and,  fairly  new  four-line  phones  in 
good  working  order.  Contact  Emily 
Drennen  at  (415)  703-6150. 

Our  Kids  First  needs  lots  of  reading 
books  and  school  supplies.  Contact  Maya 
Hart  at  (415)  585-1104. 

Seniors  Emergency  Grocery  Bag 
Program:  with  rents  so  high  in  this  city, 
seniors  have  very  little  to  spend  on  basic 
personal  hygiene  items.  Donations  of 
toothbmshes,  tootli  paste,  and  soap  would 
be  greatly  appreciated.  Contact  John 
Meehan  at  (415)  558-9248. 

St.  John's  Educational  Thresholds 
Center  needs  computers,  games,  arts  and 
crafts  materials,  and  food.  Contact  Loreto 
Cuni  at  (415)  864-3815. 

Support  for  Families  with  Disabilities 
needs  new  toys  and  gifts  for  cluldrcn,  new- 
born to  18  years  old,  for  their  Christmas 
party  in  late  December  attended  by  200- 
300  children.  Contact  Audrey  de 
Chadenedcs  at  (415)  282-7494, 


• IV/rnes^  whot  our  orfiilic  eommunity  has  been  up  fo. 
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»Meet  with  artists,  instructors  and  studentsl 

0 J 


• Painting,  crafts  and  muMmedia  arts.  ^ « 
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mccia  theatre  and  gallery 
CcKfO©!  3:00  pm 

FREE 
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Tom  Ammiano  for  Mayor 


I am  suiqx}rting  Tom  Ammiano  for 
many  reasons,  not  the  least  of  which  is 
self-preservation 

The  cheesebox  condo  next  door  to  the 
building  where  I live  just  sold  for 
$525,000.  My  neighbors  on  the  other  side 
and  the  ones  across  the  street  are  fighting 
owner  move-in  evictions  and  the  side 
street  out  back  is  occupied  every  evening 
by  one  or  more  homeless  people  sleeping 
on  the  sidewalk,  except  when  there’s  a 
gang  fight.  In  every  direction  I look  I see  a 
fiiture  that  I don’t  care  to  be  a part  of.  I feel 
boxed  in. 

A Real  Alternative 

For  almost  a year,  voters  in  San  Francisco 
felt  the  same  way  when  tJtey  considered 
their  choices  for  mayor.  The  three  unin- 
spired ar^  uninspiring  front  rurmers  pre- 
sented a dismal  prospect.  Early  on  Willie 
Brown  suggested  democracy  would  be 
better  served  if  he  ran  unopposed.  The 
move  from  a one  party  democracy  to  a 
one-man  democracy  had  a certain  logic 
belrind  it:  the  logic  of  arrogance.  When  it 
got  down  to  a contest  between  him,  Frank 
Jordan  and  Clint  Reilly,  it  looked  like  he 
might  even  be  right. 


sums  of  concentrated  corporate  wealth  yet 
lias  a public  sector  that  has  been  going 
down  hill  for  years  in  terms  of  things  like 
neighborhood  parks,  public  transit,  clean 
streets  and  schools. 

It’s  only  natural  to  suggest  tliat  maybe 
the  fatcats  aren’t  paying  their  fair  share, 
but  when  anybody  does  just  that  the  pluto- 
crats go  ballistic  and  threaten  to  move  to 
some  nicer  locality  where  their  greed  will 
be  revered  and  indulged. 

It  would  be  nice  to  be  able  to  say  that 
after  a depressing  start  the  mayor’s  race  is 
now  between  two  men  with  different  ideas 
about  how  to  ameliorate  the  down  side  of 
the  economic  boom.  But  Brown  has  been 
oblivious  to  this  issue  for  so  long  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  give  credence  to  anything  that  he 
puts  fonvard  now  in  the  heat-of  the  cam- 
paign. 

Save  the  Mission 

The  Mission  is  ground  zero  for  social 
upheaval.  Wliile  we  have  watched  the  lofts 
and  condos  proliferate  we  have  also  seen 
more  homeless  people  coming  into  our 
neighborhood  and  more  young  people 
involved  in  gangs.  When  is  the  rising  tide 
going  to  float  our  boats? 


Natural  Niman  Ranch  Beef 
Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 
Natural  Beef  Burgers 
Garden  Burgers 
Hot  Dogs 
Fries  & 

Shakes 


! 807  Valancia  824-3494 

» ■ 1 1 to  1 1 


XPCSED 

photographic  services 


Custom  Black  & White  Photofinishing 


425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS 
(415)487-  9996 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94 103 
FAX  (415)  487-9997 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  & vegetarian, 
fries  & onion  rings 


These  were  not  guys  that  were  going 
to  do  any  thinking  outside  lire  box.  These 
were  the  guys  who  built  the  box.  They 
liked  it  just  fine:  after  all  it  w as  a cash  box. 

The  liandfiil  of  long-shot  candidates, 
wacky  as  most  of  them  were,  did  represent 
the  opportunity  for  a protest  vote  but  a 
viable  alternative  to  what  one  wag  called 
“a  tool  of  the  rich,  a fool  of  the  rich  and  a 
son  of  a bitch”  was  nowhere  to  be  seen. 

When  Tom  AmmiaiK)  declined  to  be 
an  official  candidate,  it  looked  as  if  San 
Francisco  would  continue  on  its  rapid 
course  to  becoming  a city  of  the  very  rich 
and  the  very  poor  with  very  little  in 
between  except  resentment  and  distrust. 

But  the  voters  were  pissed  off. 
Ammiano ’s  astounding  second  place 
showing  as  a write-in  candidate  was  the 
first  accurate  measurement  of  tremendous 
widespread  dissatisfaction  with  the 
excesses  of  the  new  uiban  prosperity 
Thousands  of  people  are  at  risk  of  losing 
their  homes,  the  streets  are  in  almost  per- 
petual gridlock  and  the  rising  cost  of  living 
far  exceeds  the  average  person’s  potential 
earning  power. 

Economic  Justice 

For  the  last  four  years  we  have  been  told 
that  public  support  for  huge  stadiums, 
giant  tax  breaks  for  department  store 
chains,  unrestricted  development  of  luxuiy 
housing  and  catering  to  the  every  need  of 
the  multi-media  industry  were  the  solu- 
tions to  all  the  city’s  problems.  Willie 
Brown,  the  most  elegant  salesman  the 
City’s  vested  interests  have  ever 
employed,  has  been  able  to  keep  this  fic- 
tion alive  only  for  so  long.  The  write-in 
phenomena  shattered  what  was  left  of  tlic 
illusion.  The  perils  of  the  new  prosperity 
were  now  a focus  of  the  mayoral  cam- 
paign. It  was  not  a place  where  the  incum- 
bent cared  to  go,  but  for  Tom  Ammiano  it 
was  familiar  territory. 

Anuniano  has  championed  the  cause 
of  economic  justice  through  his  support  for 
living  wage  legislation,  protections  of 
elderly  and  disabled  tenants  from  owner 
move-in  evictions  and  ending  tax  and  fee 
exemptions  for  the  developers  of  upper 
income  live/work  units.  Of  course  every 
time  he  has  proposed  something  that 
would  make  the  rich  a little  less  rich  and 
the  poor  a little  less  poor,  he  has  been 
attacked  as  in^ractical  or  extreme.  But 
this  is  a city  that  is  home  base  for  vast 


We  stand  to  lose  the  most  and  gain  the 
least  if  Willie  Brown  is  re-elected  and  the 
neighborhood  continues  to  undergo  both 
cultural  and  economic  homogenization. 
Families,  seniors,  those  on  fixed  income, 
the  working  poor,  artists  and  small  busi- 
nesses are  in  danger  of  being  forced  out. 
Any  contributions  these  people  have  made 
over  a lifetime  or  over  generations  are  dis- 
regarded. It’s  either  pay  up  or  get  out.  In 
some  cases,  such  as  Ellis  Act  evictions,  it’s 
just  plain  old  get  out.  The  choice  for 
mayor  is  between  Ammiano  who  recog- 
luzes  the  issue  and  has  a passion  for  find- 
ing solutions,  and  Brown  who  either  didn’t 
see  any  of  this  coming  or  simply  didn’t 
care. 

leadership 

Brown  has  tried  to  stress  his  superior  expe- 
rience and  leadership  ability.  Ammiano  is 
currently  the  president  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  has  ser\'ed  as  president  of 
the  School  Board.  That’s  something  and  its 
more  leadership  experience  in  San 
Francisco  than  Brown  had  when  he  ran  for 
mayor  four  years  ago.  Ammiano  is  also 
seen  as  a man  of  decency  and  integrity, 
two  factors  that  weigh  heavy  in  being  a 
leader.  But  how  effective  a leader  can 
Brown  be  when  a series  of  sleazy  deals, 
cronyism,  and  federal  investigations  are 
always  associated  in  the  public  mind  with 
his  administration?  A perceived  lack  of 
honesty  and  integrity  can  undo  even  the 
most  skillful  chief  executive.  Richard 
Nixon  found  that  out  the  hard  way. 

This  is  also  an  election  about  open 
goverrunent.  On  the  one  hand  we  have  the 
incumbent  representing  the  local  chapter 
of  the  New  World  Order.  He  has  demon- 
strated a fundamental  and  unshakeable 
belief  in  the  panacea  of  deal  making  with 
monied  interests  as  the  optimal  way  to 
make  public  policy.  It  is  a process  in  which 
the  public,  except  by  voting  every  four 
years  and  coughing  up  the  always-wel- 
come  campaign  contribution,  is  to  be 
excluded. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ammiano  either 
authored  or  campaigned  for  most  of  the 
Sunshine  Legislation  that  is  on  the  books. 
He  has  offended  the  powerbrokers  and 
dealmakers  just  by  running  a successful 
campaign  they  couldn't  control.  He  repre- 
sents a healing  dose  of  populism  and  the 
real  involvement  of  ordinary  people  in 
altering  the  dangerous  course  San 
Francisco  has  taken. 


Open  every  day 

• ••••••••••••••••  from  Ham  to  Wpm 

3285  -21st  Street  @ Valencia  • • • • 285-5200 


San  Francisco  Comic  Book  Company 

3335  23^^  St.  (Btwn.  Bartlett  & Mission) 


550-9158 

OPEN  12  to  7 Every  day 


Advertise 
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Skating  into  the  record  book 


by  vmiller 

On  October  31.  1999  at  the  Polo 
Fields  in  Golden  Gale  Park,  Sandy 
Snakenberg  a professional  skating 
instructor  and  a personal  trainer  at 
Valencia  Muscle  and  Fitness  entered  tiie 
Guinness  Book  of  Records  by  skating  316 
miles  in  a 24-liour  period.  Srutkcnbeig 
exceeded  the  previous  record  by  3 miles, 
astonishing  friends  and  co-workers  who 
along  with  officials  from  the  US  Skating 
Association  and  the  Guinness  Book  of 
Records  were  among  the  few  to  witness 
this  asionisliing  achievement 

Tlie  news  media  have  so  far  ignored 
Snakenberg 's  accomplishment  choosing  to 
shower  attention  on  those  seasonal 
favorites  llie  biggest  pumpkin  and  fattest 
turkey.  He  is  not  bothered  by  the  lack  of 
recognition  and  is  content  with  liaving 
reached  wlial  lias  been  the  goal  of  a life- 
time. 

For  Snakenberg  breaking  Uie  record 
was  not  a matter  of  a one  or  c\  en  a two- 
year  grueling  woikout  regime  but  a natur- 
al extension  of  a lifcsrilc  tluit  lias  been 
internal-combustion  free  “I've  always 


been  self  propelled.*'  said  Snakenberg. 
who  is  38  years  old  and  never  owned  a car. 
“Seventy  percent  of  my  training  is  being 
human  powered.”  he  added. 

Sandy  Snakenberg  began  his  skating 
at  precisely  1pm  on  October  30  1981  while 
in  the  US  Nav^.  At  that  time  he  was  a 
skateboarder  sharing  a large  off  base 
rooming  house  in  San  Diego  with  a group 
of  skaters  calling  themselves  the  “Rad  City 
Rollers”.  For  a prank  his  roomies  stole  his 
board  and  gave  him  skates.  It  was  destiny. 

Over  the  years.  Snakenberg  has  had 
more  than  a little  experience  in  long  dis- 
tance skating,  having,  skated  from  San 
Diego  to  Phoenix  in  a mere  two  days  and 
traversed  the  550km  length  of  Taiwan  in 
five  days  In  1992  he  was  the  United  Slates 
Ultra  Marathon  Cliampion  and  is  tlie  two 
time  winner  (1992  & 1994)  of  the 
Gilifomia  outdoor  free  style  competition 
And  he’s  managed  to  incorporate  his  sport 
into  a career.  Twice  a year  he  returns  to 
Taiwan  where  he  has  taught  skating  to 
over  2,000  students,  including  ten  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Taiwanese  National  Speed 
Skating  Team.  He  lias  also  woiked  as  a 
dance  and  hockey  instructor 


Get  Your  Can  In  Here  For  FREE  Food! 

Cafe  Riggio.  located  at  4112  Geary  Blvd.,  is  giving  a free  plate  of  pasta, 
including  fettuccini,  tortcllini  or  spaghetti  ($8.95  to  $9.50  value),  to  diners 
who  bring  in  a two-and-a-half-pound,  or  larger,  can  of  pasta  in  sauce  for  the 
Salvation  Army.  (Limit  one  meal  per  couple.) 

The  restaurant  will  have  Salvation  Army  collection  barrels  in-house  until 
the  offer  ends  Dec.  24.  Food  collected  will  be  used  to  feed  the  city's  needy 
individuals,  families  and  seniors. 

Cafe  Riggio  is  open  Monday  through  Sunday  evenings.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  221-4112. 


Vista  Noclic 
Cordially  invites  you  to 
Milleiuiiuin  Latiiio  style 
New  Years  Eve  1999 


2000  Party  & Show 
2000  Champagne  Krand.s 

After  hours  til 

Party  Favors 

2000  Divas  Show  with  Uva  Ltiiia 

D.I  I.K)ho  D.I  Eelipse 

Come  Early  Doors  Open  at  8 pm 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (416)  661-6767  - 

BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 


Superskater  Sandy  Snakenberg.  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


ordeal  he  says  he  is  still  recovering  “Oh,  I 
damaged  myself.  There's  no  way  you  do 
something  like  that  and  come  out 
unscathed,”  Snakenberg  said  with  a rueful 
grin. 

Asked  if  he  would  be  going  for  any 
more  records  Snakenberg  said,  “No,  this  is 
it.  This  Is  my  greatest  expression  of  human 
power.” 

It’s  an  impressive  one.  Congratulations! 

Sanffy  Snakenberg  maintains  a website  at 
htlp://homelink.net/‘~sk8around  sandy.html 


Despite  all  this,  the  24  hours  at  the 
Polo  Fields  proved  to  be  a supreme  chal- 
lenge in  endurance.  Snakenberg  said  one 
surprise  w as  the  unanticipated  amount  of 
pain  he  had  to  overcome.  He  said  the  balls 
of  his  feet  ached  horribly  causing  him  to 
stop  more  frequently  than  the  15  minutes 
every  four  hours  he  had  originally  plaimed 
on.  He  sustained  himself  on  half  a tuna 
sandwich  and  some  cliicken  vegetable 
soup  but  mostly  on  liquid  pre-digested 
meals  called  Spiz. 

For  two  weeks  afterwards  he  had  no 
feeling  in  his  left  fool  and  months  after  the 
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ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  (16  print  mm  i 


One  Hour: 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6,  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant: 

passport  & immigration  photos 

print  to  print  service  - enlarge  & reduce 


Overnight: 

black.S  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  2Q  "x30  ' 

2 days: 

slides  & b/w  develop  & print 


2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  6 25th) 


(415]  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


9 30  - 6 30 
1000-600 
11  00  - 5 30 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 2U' 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 


9AM  to  2 AM 
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RAINBOW  Come  celebrate  the 


holiday  season 
with  Rainbow 


GROCERY 


Gracias,  muchfsimas  gracias,  por  su  preferencia, 
por  su  apoyoy  aporte  a \a  gran  demanda  de  nuestros 
productos  org^nicos.  Rainbow  Grocery  estd  mas 
desarrollado,  mas  conciente,  ofrecemos  ahora  a mas  gente 
gue  nunca.  productos  certificados  por  el  estado  de  California 
de  haber  sido  cuitivados  organicamente,  y nuestra  reputaciSn 
como  lideres  al  menudeo  est^  mejor  gue  nunca.  Rainbow 
agradece  infinitivamente  a ia  comunidad  del  Area  de  la  &ah\a 
por  ayudarnos  a iograr  esta  realizacidn,  esta  proeza,  esta 
hazaha  y este  honor  de  este  nivei  de  exito. 

Memos  crecidos  y jseguiremos  creciendol 

Ph;  (415)  363-0620  • Fax:  (415)  663-3955 


Come  enjoy  our 
Cu6tomer  Music 
Appreciation  Day 
Sun.  Dec.  19  • 1-7pm 

We're  growing.  Thanks  to  the  increasing  demand 
for  organic  products.  Rainbow  Grocery  has  greatly 
expanded.  We  now  provide  California  certified 
organically  grown  foods  to  more  people  than  ever  before. 

And  our  reputation  as  the  leading  retailer  of  organic 
products  is  better  than  ever.  Rainbow  is  grateful  to  the 
3ay  Area  community  for  helping  us  achieve  this  honor. 

and  this  level  of  success.  Were  growing. 

A Worker  Owned  Cooperative 

Http:/www,  Rainbowgrocery.org 


1745  Folsom  St.  @ 13th  • SF  94103 
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Silicon 

Satan 


Tommorow  belongs  to  me! 


Until  recently,  San  Fnincisco  was 
distinguished  among  tl«  world's 
cities  by  its  provinciality.  Its 
puerile  left-wing  politics,  second-rate  cul- 
tural institutions,  and  uniquely  derivative 
arts  scene  all  combined  to  make  San 
Francisco  a lauglungstock  to  sopliisticated 
people  everywhere.  Only  its  fortunate 
geography  and  consequent  popuJarit>'  as  a 
tourist  destination  saved  it  from  complete 
obscuril) : and  for  many  years  Fisherman's 
Wlwrf  and  Pier  39  were  arguably  llic 
City’s  most  significant  contributions  to  tlic 
national  cultural  landscape 

Left  to  its  own  devices.  San  Francisco 
would  doubtless  have  remained  a backwa- 
ter. Its  current  status  as  a w orld-class  city 


is  entirely  due  to  its  proximity  to  San  Jose, 
Sunnyvale,  Palo  Alto,  and  the  other  intel- 
lectual powerhouses  of  Silicon  Valley. 
Back  in  the  mid  90’s,  wliile  San 
Francisco's  inhabitants  were  defacing  their 
neighborhoods  with  mural  “art,”  protest- 
ing the  perceived  foreign  policy  atrocity 
du  jour,  and  reading  the  Alzheimer’s- 
inspired  ramblings  of  Herb  Caen,  a revolu- 
tion was  brewing  in  lire  southern  suburbs 
tliat  would  cliange  the  city  forever. 

A new  generation  of  e-visionaries 
dared  to  dream  of  an  Internet  free  from  Big 
Government.  Instead  of  a subsidized  talk- 
shop  for  academics,  computer  geeks  and 
conspiracy  nuts,  the  Internet  would  be 
refashioned  as  a powerful  network  of  e- 


»53  VALENCIA  • 970-833tt 


A Swank  Neiglibortiood  Bar 
in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  1 6th  & 1 7th) 

Open  2 to  2 • Seven  Days  a Week 864- 24  1 9 


commerce  solutions,  offering  an  unparal- 
leled wealth  of  quality  brand-name  prod- 
ucts and  services,  and  all  the  hassle-free 
convenience  of  home  shopping.  When  this 
vision  of  a liberated,  business-friendly 
Internet  soon  proved  successful  beyond 
their  wildest  expectations,  Silicon  Valley’s 
digital  trailblazers  began  to  seek  out  new 
projects  worthy  of  their  entrepreneurial 
energy  and  cutting-edge  creativity.  And 
before  long,  their  attention  turned  to  the 
silly,  sleepy  little  city  to  the  North. 

Of  course,  the  ensuing  migration  of 
the  digerati  to  San  Francisco  and  to  the 
Mission  District  in  particular  has  been  por- 
trayed in  the  left-leaning  media  as  some- 
thing akin  to  cultural  genocide:  the  extir- 
pation of  a lively  community  and  its  arts 
scene  by  arrogant,  high-tech  “yuppie 
colonists."  Nothing  could  be  further  from 
the  truth.  The  new  digital  elite  are  the  mis- 
sionaries of  a hip  new  vision  of  urban  life, 
striving  with  a zeal  worthy  of  Junipero 
Sena  himself  to  exorcise  the  demons  of 
socialist  superstition  and  bring  the  city 
into  the  new  millennium.  The  over-used 
term  “gentrificatiori'  simply  does  not  do 
justice  to  the  changes  that  are  taking  place 
in  San  Francisco;  what  we  are  witnessing 
is  a cultural  renaissance,  thanks  to  which 
San  Francisco  is  finally  worthy  of  the 


moniker  “world-class  city.” 

Nowhere  is  this  renaissance  more 
apparent  than  in  the  Mission  District, 
where  Silicon  V^ley’s  trerKlsetters  are 
showing  the  world  that  even  the  rawest  of 
neighborhoods  can  be  transformed  into  a 
playground  of  the  imagination.  Amid  the 
Mission’s  dilapidated  factories  and  grubby 
commercial  strips,  a vibrant  new  urban 
lifestyle  is  expressing  itself  in  exquisite 
restaurants,  chic  condominiums  and  archi- 
tecturally sturming  live-work  lofts.  The 
enemies  of  progress  would  have  us  believe 
that  this  is  causing  the  Mission  to  lose  its 
cultural  diversity.  The  opposite  is  in  fact 
the  case,  for  w hat  greater  champions  of 
cultural  diversity  than  the  Mission's  new 
cyberpatricians,  with  their  taste  for  French 
wines.  German  automobiles  and  interna- 
tional gourmet  cuisine  heralding  a new 
San  FraiKiscan  cosmopolitanism  that  is 
the  envy  of  London,  Paris  and  New  York? 

Confidential  to  L.  W.  Thank  you  for  your 
kind  offer,  which  unfortunately  / must 
decline.  Even  though  his  love  for  you  is 
unrequited,  I would  never  come  between 
you  and  my  old  fraternity  brother  K.K. 

(NM)- 
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New  Mission  News 


The  Mission’s  most  notorious  (Ex)  resident  claims  he’s  being  railroaded 

Prosecutor  remains  certain  convicted  sexual  predator  Jack  Bokin  will  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  behind  bars 


By  Ed  Walsh 


forced  to  have  all  pending  charges  heard  in 
one  trial. 


Jack  Bokin,  the  56-ycar-old  plumbing 
contractor  convicted  of  a series  of 
high  profile  attacks  on  three  Mission 
District  prostitutes  and  a former  employee, 
says  he's  confident  he’ll  get  a new  trial 
resulting  in  the  most  serious  convictions 
against  him  being  overturned.  In  a series 
of  six  jailhouse  interviews,  the  man  found 
guilty  of  savagely  beating  a Capp  Street 
prosuiutc  on  ihe  head  with  a hammer 
before  tossing  her  into  San  Francisco  Bay 
told  iIk  New  Mission  News  he’s  a victim  of 
dirty  politics,  an  unetliical  prosecutor,  and 
negative  publicity. 

Elliot  Beckelman,  prosecuting  attor- 
ney and  fellow  Mission  resident,  calls 
Bokm  a chronic  liar  and  thief,  and  doesn't 
belie\'C  lie  Iras  any  cliance  for  a new  trial. 
Beckelman  firmly  believes  Bokin  will 
spend  the  rest  of  his  life  behind  bars, 
remarking  *‘his  parole  agent  hasn't  been 
bom  yet,”  and  lie  says  Bokin  is  a suspect 
in  a number  of  other  violent  crimes 

Neatly  groomed  and  wearing  a red 
sweatshirl.  signaling  his  status  as  an 
inmate  connected  with  a high  profile  case. 
Bokin  spoke  from  a jail  inter\'iew'  room, 
calling  lumself  a political  scapegoat.  "'1 
w as  made  the  poster  boy  for  all  the  evils  of 
Capp  Street.”  he  said,  adding  “There’s  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  I’ll  get  a new  tnal.” 
Bokin  faces  multiple  consecutive  life  sen- 
tences for  his  convictions  on  26  felony 
counts,  but  is  confident  tliat  he  w ill  be 
found  not  guilty  in  a second  trial  He 
believes  he  has  grounds  for  a new  trial 
based  on  being  denied  a change  of  venue, 
being  denied  a sequestered  jury,  and  not 
being  allowed  “severance.”  dial  is.  being 


Although  he  lias  no  proof.  Bokin 
believes  that  some  of  the  jurors  disregard- 
ed the  judge's  instructions  to  not  read  or 
watch  media  reports  on  his  case  and  were 
tainted  by  negative  publicity.  He  feels  he 
would  have  benefited  from  a change  of 
venue  because,  he  says,  jurors  outside  San 
Francisco  would  not  be  as  liberal  or  as  pro- 
feminist.  and  he  believes  they  would  be 
more  skeptical  of  testimony  from  prosti- 
tutes. 

Bokin  says  the  women  who  testified 
against  him  won't  appear  as  credible  dur- 
ing a second  trial.  “They  were  living  well. 
Their  rent  was  being  paid,”  he  said,  refer- 
ring to  the  California  Witness  Protection 
Program  paying  some  of  the  expenses  of 
prosecution  witnesses.  “The  District 
Allomcy  Iwd  a real  good  rapport  with 
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them  and  I think  a year  from  now  or  a year 
and  a lialf  from  now  when  we  come  back 
on  appeal,  they  won't  be  in  that  nice  of 
sliape.  they’re  going  to  be  out  there  work- 
ing the  streets.  They're  going  to  be 
raggedy  Their  stories  are  not  going  to  be 
together  and  I think  we’re  going  to  gel  a 
jnorc  accurate  view  of  what  their  life  is 


really  like.” 

But  Bokin 's  greatest  ire  is  directed 
toward  San  Francisco  District  Attorney 
Terence  Hallinan.  “He’s,  using  my  case  as 
a spearhead,”  he  said,  “I  am  the  cause 
celebre  of  Terence  Hallinan  in  his  reelec- 
tion race.  What  is  going  against  me  in  this 
case  is  that  Hallinan  set  out  an  agenda 
when  he  was  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
to  support  feminist's  and  prostitute’s 
issues.  It's  a political  hot  potato.  Why  else 
would  they  spend  a million  dollars  on 
three  prostitutes  and  a heroin  addict?” 
Bokin  added  that  he  believes  alleged 
attacks  on  all  women  should  be  taken  seri- 
ously but  that  his  case  has  “taken  on  a life 
of  its  own.” 

Bokin's  case  was  used  as  a rallying 
point  for  prostitute  rights  organizations 
and  the  widespread  publicity  associated 
with  it  focused  attention  on  the  problems 
associated  with  prostitution  in  the  Mission. 
However.  Hallinan  firmly  denies  Bokin’s 
contention  that  his  prosecution  was  politi- 
cally motivated,  slating  “This  guy  is  going 
to  spend  the  rest  of  liis  life  behind  bars 
where  he  deserves  to  be."  adding  “Tlie 
prosecution  of  tliis  case  started  over  two 
years  ago.” 

Bokin  has  admitted  tliat  he  paid  for 
sex  with  all  three  prostitutes  lie’s  accused 
of  assaulting  but  denies  attacking  any  of 
them.  He  also  admits  that  he  had  a prior 
ongoing  sexual  relationsliip  with  a former 
employee,  and  that  he  pushed  her  out  of 
his  parked  car  during  an  argument  afier 
consensual  sex.  Bokin  was  found  guilty  of 
sexually  assaulting  his  former  employee 
and  two  of  the  prostitutes.  The  jury  could 
not  reach  a verdict  on  the  charges  associat- 
ed with  Uie  alleged  attack  on  a third  pros- 


titute. The  most  serious  charge  and  the 
most  compelling  evidence  against  Bokin 
involved  the  hammer  attack  on  the  woman 
being  identified  in  court  as  Amber  M. 

Bokin  says  he  paid  Amber  M.  S60  for 
oral  sex  one  week  before  the  incident 
occurred,  after  she  approached  him  in  the 
parking  lot  of  Whiz  In  Burgers  on  18th  and 
South  Van  Ness.  He  thought  that  was  the 


end  of  it  until  police  arrested  him  the  fol- 
lowing week,  alleging  that  he  kidnapped 
and  sexually  assaulted  her  for  several 
hours,  wrapped  lier  in  a plastic  bag,  beat 
her  w ith  a liammer.  and  tossed  her  into  the 
water  off  Pier  7. 

Amber  M.  was  able  to  climb  up  to  tlie 
Embarcadcro  and  flag  down  a passing  dri- 
ver. She  was  treated  at  San  Francisco 
General  for  two  se\'ere  skull  fractures. 

On  the  day  of  the  assault.  October  4. 
1997.  Bokin  says  he  was  working  at  a con- 
struction project  until  the  early  evening 
before  heading  over  to  another  construc- 
tion site  in  the  Castro  District  where  he 
met  up  with  his  friend  Wayne  Walters 
After  leaving  the  second  construction  site. 
Bokin  says  the  pair  went  to  eat  at  a nearby 
restaurant.  Bokin  says  he  left  the  restau- 
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rant  around  8:30  or  9 pm.  stopped  for  gas 
and  at  a groceiy  store  before  reluming 
home  at  10: 15  pm. 

Because  Amber  M.  testified  she  was 
driven  around  for  hours  before  being 
tossed  in  the  Bay,  Bokin  claims  that  there 's 
no  way  he  could  have  done  it  in  light  of  the 
alibi.  But  jurors  didn’t  buy  Bokin’s  alibi, 
apparently  dismissing  testimony  from 
Walters  who  said  he  was  with  him  until  at 
least  8:30  pm  that  night.  Beckelman  says 

Walters  was  one  of  five  or  six  peopfe 
Bokin  approached  to  backup  his  alibi,  and 
tliat  he  peijured  himself. 

Bokin  calls  the  two  other  proslimics 


lie's  accused  of  assaulting  “shakedown 
artists.”  He  says  he  had  to  struggle  with 
the  prostitute  ideniified  as  Martlia  F.  to  gel 
her  out  of  his  house  after  ^she  demanded 
more  money  for  sex.  Bokin  says  in  llte 
process,  she  attacked  him  with  scissors. 
Bokin  claims  she  another  prostitute  identi- 
fied as  Janie  M.  were  persuaded  by  their 
pimps  to  go  to  the  police  to  press  charges 
against  him.  During  a break  in  one  of  his 
pretrial  hearings.  Bokin  says  one  of  the 
pimps  asked  that  they  meet  in  a restaurant. 
Bokin  refused  but  believed  the  man  want- 
ed to  make  a deal  with  him  to  trade  a pay- 
off for  a promise  that  the  women  wouldn't 
testify  against  him. 

As  for  the  sexual  assault  of  his  former 


are  dirty.”  says  Bokin  who  claims  police 
planted  microscopic  epithelial  cells  on  one 
of  his  shirts,  cells  tlial  showed  up  in  lire 
second  testing  of  Itis  shirt,  Bokin,  who 
says  that  he  has  been  forced  to  become 
somewhat  of  an  e.xpert  on  DNA  evidence, 
explained  that  epithelial  cells  include  non- 
blood bodily  secretions  such  as  mucus  and 
tears.  Bokin  says  he  never  w'ore  tlie  shirt 
around  any  of  tlie  prostitutes  and  questions 
how’  the  cells  turned  up  only  after  the  sec- 
ond testing,  Beckelman  quickly  dismissed 
Bokin's  charge  as  lies.  “What  does  lie 
think,  lltat  we're  cann  ing  around  gobs  of 
licr  (Amber’s]  mucus,  because  that's  what 
we  would  have  had  to  do  to  plant  evi- 
dence,” 

Bokin  believes  the  police  have  a 
vendetta  against  liim  because  they  resent 
that  he  is  able  to  live  a somewlial  “opu- 
lent” lifestyle  despite  prior  conv  ictions  for 
theft.  Although  he  concedes  tliat  he  was 
involved  with  some  thefts,  Bokin  says  he 
earned  a good  iiKome  through  hard  work, 
skill,  and  liis  contacts  in  the  contracting 
business.  Beckelman  said  he  could  under- 
stand why  police  would  want  him  off  the 
streets,  calling  Bokin  “one  of  the  biggest 
thieves  and  fences  in  the  Mission.” 

Bokin  is  also  charging  that 
Beckelman  acted  unethically  by  not  dis- 
closing to  the  judge  that  he  lives  just  two 
blocks  away  from  Bokin  and  that  they 
know  many  of  the  same  people. 
Beckelman  says  he  disclosed  this  informa- 
tion to  a judge  over  a year  and  a half  ago. 

Bokin  acknowledges  picking  up  30- 
35  prostitutes,  mostly  in  the  Capp  Street 
area  of  the  Mission  since  1993.  and  is 
sorry  for  hurting  his  wife  and  two  teenage 
children.  “I’m  embarrassed  that  I resorted 
to  using  prostitutes,”  lie  somberly  said,  “I 
had  a major  error  in  my  judgments.  I feel 
to  a great  degree  that  I have  violated  a 
sacred  trust  I have  with  my  family.” 
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employee,  Bokin  accuses  her  of  being  a 
heroin  addict  and  extortionist.  In  1993,  he 
alleges  that  she  approached  him  for  money 
s^ing  “I  am  going  to  make  it  juicier  than 
it  ever  was,”  implying  that  she  would  dis- 
close to  his  family  their  past  affair  unless 
he  paid  her  off.  “She  wanted  $350,  then 
$500,”  said  Bokin.  “She  came  to  my  house 
and  my  wife  and  kids  were  home.” 

Bokin  says  he  agreed  to  give  her  $350 
and  she  agreed  to  have  sex  with  him.  He 
drove  her  to  an  isolated  area  near  17th  and 
Mississippi  where  the  two  had  sex  in  his 
car.  Bokin  says  he  lied  her  up  with  nylons 
but  that  it  was  part  of  their  consensual  sex 
play.  While  firmly  denying  any  sexual 
assault,  he  conceded  he  might  be  guilty  of 
simple  assault  for  shoving  her  out  of  his 
car  after  the  two  got  into  an  argument. 

In  at  least  one  instance,  Bokin  claims 
the  police  planted  evidence,  “The  police 


Bokin  read  from  a prepared  statement 
that  he  thought  best  summed  up  his  per- 
spective on  his  case:  “This  is  a case  about 
credibility  and  only  credibility,  about  the 
recollection  of  prostitutes  who  perform 
numerous  sex  acts  every  day.  It's  about 
money,  it’s  about  theft,  it's  about  decep- 
tion. but  more  importantly,  it's  about  an 
oveizealous  district  attorney  who  needs  a 
big  conviction  just  before  the  election.” 

Beckelman  puls  Bokin  in  that  catego- 
ry of  individuals  who  “commit  crimes  and 
live  a life  of  lying  to  justify  what  they  do  ” 
He  believes  Bokin  is  the  type  of  criminal 
who  “gels  off’  on  committing  crime  and 
added  that  Bokin’s  wife  and  children  are 
also  victims.  “Whatever  you  write.  I hope 
you  will  keep  them  out  of  this.”  said 
Beckelmaa  “They  still  have  to  live  in  the 
Mission.  Keep  this  bertveen  he  and  I.” 

Bokin  will  be  sentenced  in  December. 
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Ellis  evictions  of  seniors,  disabled 


Continued  from  page  one 

the  residential  hotel  tenants  will  only  begin 
in  Januaiy  and  any  evictions  filed  before 
December  31,  1999  are  not  subject  to  the 
new  rules. 

Raquel  Fox  of  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic  said  that  the  extended  notice 
requirements  for  seniors  will  deter  the  kind 
of  speculators  who  were  evicting  tenants 
and  flipping  buildings  within  3-6  months. 
Because  the  new  legislation  increases  pro- 
tections for  seniors  and  the  disabled,  and 
maintains  the  Hotel  Conversion 
Ordinance,  the  residential  hotel  properties 
are  particular  targets  for  Ellis  evictions  in 
the  remaining  weeks  of  1999.  These  build- 
ings have  a large  percentage  of  seniors  and 
disabled  tenants,  who  are  typically  paying 
the  least  rent  anywhere  in  the  City. 

Ellis  an  the  Increase 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Owncr-Move-In 
related  Prop.  G in  November  1998,  San 
Francisco  experienced  an  average  of  34 
Ellis  evictions  per  year  since  1986  accord- 
ing to  Rent  Board  statistics.  Ted  Gulliksen 
of  the  SF  Tenants  Union  reports  tliat  by 
December  of  1998  they  liad  jumped  up  to 
about  25  per  montli.  increasing  to  664  (to 


date)  in  1999  as  opposed  to  201  the  year 
before.  Three  hotels  were  hit  with  Ellis 
this  October  after  the  latest  State  legisla- 
tion was  passed,  affecting  about  150  ten- 
ants and  the  numbers  are  rising  as  we  go  to 
press.  OMI  evictions  have  corresponding- 
ly dropped  from  1.541  in  1998  to  920  in 
1999.  So  far,  1,280  rental  units  have  been 
permanently  removed  from  the  rental  busi- 
ness with  hundreds  of  units  pending. 

As  property  owners  get  more  familiar 
with  the  Ellis  Act  it  could  well  create  a 
neutron  bomb  for  low  paying  tenants  the 
likes  of  which  San  Francisco  has  not  seen 
in  decades.  Will  providing  one  year's 
notice  to  selected  tenants  deter  property 
owners  from  clearing  their  buildings  and 
selling  them  only  to  people  who  agree  to 
occupy  it  themselves?  These  are  drastic 
measures  for  everyone  involved  but  these 
are  dramatic  times.  A local  government, 
can  regulate  how  a property  is  used  but  as 
this  most  recent  legislation  illustrates,  it 
will  be  very  difficult  to  ever  pass  Slate 
laws  to  prevent  an  owner  from  occupying 
his  or  her  property  if  they  choose  to  abide 
by  any  use  restrictions. 


Skarl  Si9feM  MidMs 

Because  our  current  system  is  built  around 
protecting  tenants  only  if  they  stay  in  their 
existing  rental  units  (i.e.  Rent  Control), 
tenant  advocates  remain  focused  on  keep- 
ing tenants  as  renters  rather  than  helping 
them  get  out  of  the  rent  trap  and  into  own- 
ership. According  to  Ted  Gulliksen, 
Supervisor  Sue  Bierman  is  now  in  the 
process  of  drafting  legislation  to  limit 
basic  shared  ownership  of  property 
(Tenancy-In-Common)  to  a few  hundred 
per  year.  These  actions  illustrate  the  quag- 
mire that  has  developed  around  our  exist- 
ing local  regulations.  How  can  our  leaders 
advocate  that  all  the  real  estate  and  power 
should  be  in  liands  of  a few  wealthy  land- 
lords, and  the  general  populous  should 
remain  at  llieir  mercy? 

With  Rent  Control  being  gutted  by  the 
Ellis  Act,  this  city  needs  a more  compre- 
hensive series  of  programs  beyond  the 
$35,(X)0  in  grants  given  to  developers  to 
build  new  affordable  housing  that  cannot 
keep  up  with  the  demand  Our  most  help- 
less citizens  need  better  solutions  than 
remaining  in  neglected  apartments.  For  the 
average  tenant  the  Ci^  needs  some  new 
home-ownership  solutions. 

Helping  tenants  buy  tlie  buildings  where 
they  live  is  an  obvious  first  option.  Low 


Selling  or  Buying  a Home? 

As  your  professional  Realtor,  my  job  is  to  focus  on  my  clients’  needs  and 
make  the  process  of  buying  or  selling  a home  as  efficient  and  stress  free  as 
possible.  I have  community  resources  and  the  latest  technology  to  help 
you  sell  or  find  the  perfect  home  Call  me  today  for  your  free  Market 
Analysis  or  Home  Buyer's  Guide  Se  Habla  Espanol 

California  Realty  Frudciltitil  Ricky  Diaz  Anaya 
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• Root  Canal  Therapy  • Partial  Dentures  • Teeth  Whitening 

Personable  VVe  accept  almost  all  types  of  insurance  plans 

Friendly  Economical  Prices  • Payment  Plans  Available 


2489  Mission  Street,  Suite  16  (Between  21st  6'  2(Uh) 
Ofyeti  Evenings  & Scitiirclays  • Se  HitbLt  Esf)iinol  282-5340 


interest,  short-tenn  loans  for  S10,000  per 
unit  would  go  a long  way  toward  down 
payments  for  mai^  marginal,  would-be 
owners.  Other  incentives  could  be  created 
for  owners  to  sell  to  their  existing  tenants 
such  as  reduced  transfer  taxes  and  the  like. 

iMt  CmM  Wak»«p  Call 

The  minor  concessions  secured  in  October 
against  Ellis  Act  evictions  should  be  a 
wake-up  call  to  all  tenants  in  this  City. 
New  and  different  approaches  toward 
affordable  housing  are  needed  and  quickly. 
A Rent  Control  showdown  will  be  coming 
soon  at  the  Board  of  Supervisors  as  a study 
sponsored  by  Amos  Brown  to  review  the 
effects  of  Rent  Control  over  the  past  20 
years  is  undertaken. 

The  two  men  rtmning  for  Mayor  have 
very  different  tract  records  on  this  sensi- 
tive subject,  which  will  undoubtedly  be 
one  of  the  most  important  issues  of  the 
next  mayoral  term.  One  thing  for  sure,  nei- 
ther candidate  can  produce  policies  that 
will  make  housing  cheap  and/or  sufficient- 
ly plentiful  in  San  Francisco  any  time 
soon.  And  neither  can  protect  existing  ten- 
ants from  the  Ellis  Act  or  owner  occupan- 
cy. We’d  need  a good  8.0  earthquake  to 
make  rent  cheap  again. 
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On  the  outside:  getting  the  Ellis  Ax  in  the  Mission 


By  Michael  Page 

When  people  would  ask  me  *‘Do 
you  still  live  in  tliat  great  house 
on  Shotwell  Street?"  I would 
always,  say,  "I’m  going  to  live  there  forev- 
er.” I guess  I was  hooked  into  being  root- 
ed, into  having  "my  place,”  even  if  it  does 
belong  to  someone  else.  Then  the  notice 
arrived;  our  landlord  played  the  Ellis  Act 
card.  I must  be  out  by  December  27,  four 
days  before  the  law  changes  to  provide 
some  protections  to  rente^.  As  tlie  dawn 
of  the  millennium  pisses  out  in  a pathetic 
trickle,  they  want  me  to  schlep  out  of  my 
house  with  my  head  stooped  and  my  tail 
between  my  legs. 

As  I face  a new  century’,  a new  mil- 
lennium. and  new  fears,  I realize  that  I am 
not  alone.  More  and  more  of  my  neighbors 
are  facing  the  demon  of  genliificatioa 
while  the  whole  time  putting  up  with  tlie 
nffraff  taking  dumps  on  our  front  stairs 
and  night  callers  leaving  the  cheap  sex 
trade  condoms  for  us  to  clean  up.  For  years 
we  felt  protected  by  rent  control,  and  1 had 
thought  tliat  I would  merrily  grow  old  in 
the  Mission  District  and  see  the  trees  and 
the  dramas  grow  to  fruition. 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  there  are 
se\'en  buildings  for  sale  on  my  block.  At 
the  soutliem  end  of  the  block  is  Carmen 
Ramirez'  Flower  Park,  where  six  montlis 
ago  we  gathered  to  fight  her  eviction.  I 
never  dreamed  that  my  household,  my 
neighbors,  and  the  people  down  the  block 
would  be  next.  The  more  I talk  about  my 
eviction,  the  more  I hear  about  many  other 
folks  also  facing  eviction,  including  some 
staff  of  this  paper.  We’re  all  asking, 
“Where  are  we  going  to  go?” 

I didn’t  know  that  much  about  the 


Ellis  Act  before  we  got  our  eviction  notice. 
I found  out  very  quickly  that  the  Ellis  Act 
lets  a landlord  file  papers  with  the  city  to 
remove  a property  from  the  rental  market 
permanently.  I understand  that  it  is  a sim- 
ple process  that  makes  it  easier  for  a land- 
lord to  remove  existing  tenants.  With  the 
Ellis  Act  landlords  can  take  advantage  of 
the  hot  real  estate  marltet,  grabbing  for  tlie 
big  bucks  flowing  into  our  neighborhood 
with  the  current  migration. 

Holiday  Cheer 

My  roommate  and  I are  both  disabled.  In 
an  owner  move-in  situation  we  could  not 
be  evicted  under  any  circumstances. 
Currently  the  Ellis  Act  has  no  such  restric- 
tions that  apply  to  disabled  or  elderly  ten- 
ants, however  in  the  year  2000  a one-year 
waiting  period  tliat  would  allow  us  time  to 
make  other  living  arrangements  will  be 
written  into  the  law.  By  lumding  out  evic- 
tion notices  during  the  1999  holiday  sea- 
son, landlords  won’t  be  obliged  to  honor 
that  detail. 

Tliese  legal  clianges  combined  with  a 
real  estate  market  liiat  lets  a landlord  ask 
$550,000  for  a piece  of  property  in  an  area 
where  a few  years  ago  a lot  of  folks  were 
afraid  to  venture,  has  left  us  on  the  outside. 
You  can  bet  iltai  I won’t  leave  here,  two 
days  after  Cluislmas  wilJiout  a fight.  I 
envision  a collective  voice  and  show'  of 
faces  joining  together  and  gathering  power 
if  not  to  stop  tliem,  then  at  least  to  slow 
them  down. 

We  have  considered  many  tactics, 
including  finding  some  public  institution 
or  benefactor  to  buy  the  buildings  and  con- 
tinue to  rent  it  to  us.  Although  this  is  a pos- 
sible venture,  it  requires  more  time  tlian 
many  of  us  have.  Our  household 
approached  our  landlord  and  asked  to  be 
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Michael  Page  in  front  of  his  home  of  17 

considered  as  potential  buyers  but  we  were 
turned  down.  I called  HUD  to  find  out  if 
there  were  any  preservation  funds  for  our 
neighborhood  that  might  allow  us  to  main- 
tain our  building  with  the  present  tenants. 
They  said  tliey  would  get  back  to  me.  I 
called  Tenderloin  Housing  and  they  told 
me  horror  stories  about  entire  apartment 
buildings  being  Ellis  Acted  and  dozens  of 
poor  and  disabled  residents  facing  evic- 
tion. St.  Peters  Housing  was  responsi\e 
Tliey  are  trying  to  get  a lawyer  who  isn't 
presently  ovenvhelmed  with  other  cases. 
The  Tenants  Union  had  a lot  of  informa- 
tioa  but  it  was  grim  in  relation  to  the  Ellis 
Act.  All  the  agencies  1 spoke  with 
expressed  interest  in  our  situation  but 
made  it  clear  that  we  have  reached  a crisis, 
with  all  kinds  of  serious  emergencies 
going  on. 

Hght  Back! 

We  have  decided  to  launch  a grassroots 
campaign  to  fight  the  gentrification  of  the 
Mission  and  the  widespread  evictions  that 
go  witli  it.  Along  with  PODER.  People 
Organized  to  Demand  Environmental  and 
Economic  Rights,  we  are  asking  for  sup- 
port in  preserving  the  cultural  and  eco- 
nomic diversity  of  our  neighborhoods. 

Last  October  I saw  just  how  wide- 
spread the  problem  is  when  I attended  The 
March  of  the  Evicted.  People  from  all  over 
the  City  showed  up  I told  my  story  and 
heard  person  after  person  tell  theirs;  single 
mothers,  native  San  Franciscans;  whole 
populations  in  the  Tenderloin  and  Western 
Addition  forced  to  move  on  - and  all  of  us 
with  nowhere  to  go.  There  were  tears, 
curses  and  threats,  and  I asked  myself 
"what  next,  what  nexl?”  I went  home 
(Ahhli,  I love  that  word)  and  wept  over  my 


years.  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 

eviction  notice.  Then  I realized  tliat  there 
are  a lot  of  us,  and  we  had  better  make 
plans  now! 

A 

If  San  Francisco  can  make  history  by 
writing  in  a queer  mayoral  candidate  with 
an  e.xlremely  low  budget  and  short  grass- 
roots campaign,  then  we  can  surely  design 
and  implement  legislation  to  protect  the 
rights  of  low-income  and  long-tenn  resi- 
dents of  our  city.  Willie  Brow  n isn't  going 
to  do  it;  his  interests  lie  elsewhere. 
Community  affordable  housing  needs  to 
be  a priority.  Who  in  my  community  is 
willing  to  take  a stand?  There  slwuld  be  an 
uproar  over  these  unjust  e\  ictions.  It  does- 
n’t take  money  to  protest,  rally  and  march, 
boycott,  or  picket  landlords  and  realtors. 
Let’s  show  these  folks  who  wc  are!  Join  us 
in  protesting  these  slumlords  and  specula- 
tors. For  any  leads  on  housing  call  Michael 
Page  at  648-6865.  Email:Lazaius21@tti- 
national.net. 

A partial  list  of  Community  Organizations 
that  can  help  if  fighting  eviction: 

PODER  431-4210 

SF  Rent  Board  252-4600 

SF  Neighborhood  Legal  Assistance 

Foundation  982-1300 

SF  Tenant’s  Umon  282-6622 

St.  Peter's  Housing  Committee  487-9203 

La  Raza  Centro  Legal  575-3500 

Tenderioin  Housing  Clinic  771-9850 

AIDS  Legal  Referral  Panel  487-8033 

Edior’s  note:  this  is  the  first  in  a series  of 
first  person  accounts  of  the  wave  of 
Mission  District  evictions.  If  you  have  a 
story  of  your  own  contact  New  A fission 
News.  Phone  695-8702  Fx  695-2838,  e- 
maif  vmiller@sirius.com 
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The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


*V\/here 


lacoftat 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621  >4358 


n District 


Maybe  you'll  get  unlucky  - After  you've  had 
plenty  of  sexo  (or  not)  at  the  above  event  walk 
up  to  Balazo  Gallery  for  Maldito  Suerte,  a night 
of  installations,  interactive  performance,  film,  au* 
dio  and  2D  art  by  the  all  female  group  Las  Otras. 
The  show  is  inspired  by  the  childem’s  game 
Loteha.  The  gallery  is  having  its  own  run  of 
hard  luck  in  the  form  of  a pending  eviction.  So. 
let’s  support  them.  Balazo  Gallery  281 1 Mission 
(2nd  floor),  8pm  -12am,  Call  920-0896. 

11 


^rlng  a fresh  red  rose 
to  place  on  her  altar 
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THURSDAY 

Material  (Punk)  Girl  - Ayn  tmperato  reads  from 
her  book  Dirty  Money  and  Other  Stories,  which 
chronicles  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  a punk 
rock  gal  in  search  of  gainful  employment.  Warn- 
ing: presentation  includes  mud.  porno.  Hell. 
Goths  and  other  elements  of  modem  life  that 
might  not  be  suitable  for  all  potential  readers. 
Modem  Times  Books  888  Valencia,  7:30pm, 
free.  Call  282-9246 


SATURDAY 

The  laughing  Tomato  Man  - Poet  Francisco 
Alarcon  will  read  from  his  works  including  The 
Laughing  Tomato  and  Other  Spring  Poems  and 
conduct  a poetry  workshop  for  kids  Mission 
Branch  Library  300  Bartlett  @ 24th,  free,  11am 
to  1pm.  Call  695-5090. 

Don’t  get  out  much?  - 10th  Annual  Sparks 
Fly.  Celebrate  the  release  (finally)  of  Puerto 
Rican  political  prisoners,  Laura  Whitethorn  and 
honor  women  polibcal  prisoners  in  general  with 
Chrystos,  Aya  de  Leon.  Sayyadina,  music,  po- 
etry, videos  and  more.  Mission  Cultural  Center 
2868  Mission.  7:30pm,  email  ouloftime@igc.org. 

la 

SUNDAY 

Oh  yeah,  Amahl  shook  up!  - The  Community 
Music  Center's  annual  holiday  party  for  children 
includes  a performance  of  Amahl  and  the  Night 
Visitors  by  the  Ina  Chalis  Opera  Ensemble  fol- 
lowed by  a visit  from  Santa  Claus.  Community 
Music  Center  544  Capp  Street.  11:30am.  free. 
Call  647-6015, 


Art  Beat 

GALLERY  & GIFTS 


Cool  tunes  - An  Afternoon  of  Winter  Music 
includes  everything  to  warm  you  from  Chinese 
folk  music  to  Mozart.  Performed  by  students, 
faculty  and  baroque  specialists  at  the  Commu- 
nity Music  Center.  544  Capp  Street.  4pm,  free. 
Call  647-6015, 

Rhymes  with  Tom  - Mayoral  candidate  Tom 
Ammiano  and  a host  of  poets  including  Leslie 
Simon,  Jack  Hirshman,  Alejandro  Murgia,  Jenny 
Lin,  Kush,  and  Diamond  Dave  will  try  to  make 
Willie  Brown’s  re-election  chances  worse  with 
verse.  New  College  Cultural  Center  766 
Valencia,  7pm.  Call  D Dave  864-3842 
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MONDAY 

A Baldvflnner-  Politically  feverish  and  often  cor- 
rect diatribes  against  whatever  they’ve  got  con- 
tinue to  eddy  and  whirlpool  through  the  sci-fi 
plots  and  found  footage  landscapes  of  Craig 
Baldwin's  films;  Spectres  of  the  Spectrum  is  no 
exception.  For  a truly  unique  vision  of  the  world 
as  it  shouldn't  be.  Plays  through  12/9.  Roxie 
Cinema  3117  16th  Street,  at  6,  8 &10pm  ($7) 
Wednesday  2pm  ($4)  & 4pm.  Call  863-1087, 


WEDNESDAY 

Squids  for  Kids  - The  Flying  Calamari  Brothers 
perform  a free  clown  and  stunt  show  for  chil- 
dren at  the  Mission  Brandi  Library  300  Bartlett 
@ 24th,  4:30pm.  Call  695-5090  for  more  infor- 
mation. 

Just  say  SI  to  sexo  - Screening  of  hot,  hot,  hot 
Latino  erotic  films.  Galena  de  la  Raza  2857  24th 
St.  @ Bryant.  8pm  Call  826-8009. 

MOM’S  Hospital  -Grand  opening  celebration 
for  Saint  Luke's  Millennium  Occupational  Medi- 
cine program,  offering  a full  range  of  occupa- 
tional m^ical  services  24  hour  7 day  a week 
with  a multi-lingual  staff.  1580  Valenia  Street.  4- 
6pm,  free.  Call  641  -6406. 


1278. 
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THURSDAY 


Maybe  you'll  get  lucky  - The  closing  party  for 
BOMBA'  (Latino  Erotica)  will  include  food,  drink, 
and  fun.  (BYOSex)  It  remains  a mystery  why 
the  nude  woman  with  the  Virgin  Mary  on  her 
butt  has  not  created  more  of  a stir  than  it  has. 
Galeria  de  la  Raza  2857  24th  Street.  7-9pm, 
free.  Call  826-8009. 


V'u^CH  be  fftuibatupe 
XoHtiUm  be  lepetfAt 

Sunday  • Dec.  12  • 3 -5pm 
Reception  with  the  artists: 
Christine  Carmel  * Carlos  Cartagena 
Ricardo  Cartagena  * Moira  Duffy 
Sarah  Hen^lcrson  • Ernesto  H.  Olmos 
Irene  Perez  • Celia  H.  Ro^fri^uez 
Michael  Roman  • Judy  Starbuck 
Azteca  Ceremonial  P9ncer9, 
Coneccratlon  of  the  Vlrgen’o  Altar. 

Homage  Fbetry  Reading,  Guitar  Serenade 
Lecture  preeentation; 

“The  Myetery  of  the  Vlrgen  de  Guadalupe* 
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SUNDAY 


TUESDAY 

Raul  Thomas  lays  It  on  us  - This  esteemed 
Word  Man  extraordinaire  (see  his  photo  nearby!) 
launches  a new  “Vallejo  Tuesdays"  Poetry  Read- 
ing Serie  in  the  place  off  22nd  that  always  seems 
like  it’s  closed  but  really  isn’t,  a way  of  life  for 
the  merry  folks  at  1109  Valencia,  Cafe 
Multicultural  Valencia,  9pm.  Info:  824-7659. 

See  dee  City  - Shaping  San  Francisco,  an  am- 
bitious CD-ROM  project  headed  up  by  C-Mass 
meister  Chris  Carlsson.  is  now  in  its  2nd  edi- 
tion The  new  jazzed  up  version  includes  2,000 
photographs  and  100  audio  and  video  clips  per- 
taining to  history  both  overt  and  covert  of  our 
fair  city.  Carlsson  will  demonstrate  all  the  latest 
bells  and  whistles  on  this  pioneering  work  of 
electronic  proactivism.  This  is  one  instance 
where  the  book  was  not  better.  Modem  Times 
Books  880  Valencia  street.  7:30pm.  free.  Call 
282-9246 

The  Grand  Alliance  - It’s  always  quality  (of 
life)  time  at  the  montNy  meetings  of  the  Nothwest 
Bernal  Alliance.  All  neighborhood  issues  all  the 
lime.' Coleridge  Park  Homes  meeting  room  190 
Coleridge.  7pm  sharp.  Call  282-2489 


Readin,  Writtin  and  Revoltin  - Poetry/prose 
reading  by  rad  ferns  Merle  Woo  and  Nellie  Wong 
followed  by  an  open  mike  or  michele  in  this 
case.  Sign  up  for  open  mic  from  6:30  to  7:30; 
festive  dinner  at  6:30  ($6,50);  event  at  7:30  ($3) 
New  Valencia  Hail  1908  Mission  Street.  Call  664- 


3266  -21st  Street 

(off  Valencia)  643-5721  Tel/fx 

Tuee-Thur  11am-7pm.  Fri-3at.  Uam-9pm,  Sun 


)oe^. 

. 12  noon-7pm,  ar^beatsf@Juno.com 


SATURDAY 

What  to  do  for  Chapped  Apocalypse  - Other 
Cinema’s  collection  of  world  ending  scenarios 
includes:  Orson  Wells  on  UFO’s,  a Sub  Genius 
clip  on  a Texas  missile  cult  and  the  Heaven’s 
Gate  recruiting  tape.  More  fun  than  a barrel  of 
Armageddon  Artists  Television  Access  992 
Valencia.  8:30pm.  $5,  Call  824-3890. 

Fin  de  siecte  feedbag  and  wordfest  - The 
Last  Words  of  the  Century  combmes  the  poetry 
of  Cordelia  and  jo  (the  poet  formerly  known  as 
Alfonsito),  music  by  the  Jethro  Jeremiah  Band 
and  DJ  RANFACE  plus  a fine  buffet  of 
Sengalese  food  Keur-Baobab  3388 19th  Street 
@ Mission,  10pm.  $15.  Call  566-3440. 


Composed  by  Lisa  Gonzalez 
Design  by  Navarrefe-Alazan 


New  Mission  News 
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MONDAY 

Tni  Tales  - Robert  Coffman  reads  Truman 
Capote's  A Christmas  Memory.  Coffman  has 
also  done  interpretive  readings  of  Capote's  An- 
swered  Prayers,  Music  for  Chameleor)s  and  A 
Thanksgiving  Visitor.  Theater  Rhinoceros  2926 
16th  Street,  7pm,  $10.  Call  861-5079. 

14  

TUESDAY 

The  Empire  strikes  us  - Gary  Bechin  reads 
from  his  new  history  of  the  city  Imperial  San 
Francisco.  Bechin  demonstrates  an  ongoing 
despoilation  of  the  environment  and  stratifica- 
tion of  the  social  order  that  began  with  the  early 
mining  magnates  such  as  George  Hearst,  who 
passed  his  greed  and  ruthlessness  on  to  his 
offspring  William  Randolph  Hearst.  A bonanza 
of  plutocrat  scandal  and  robber  baron  atrocity. 
Modem  Times  Books  888  Valencia  Street, 
7:30pm,  free.  Call  283-9246. 

15  

WEDNESDAY 

A salsual  preference  evening  - Free  same 
sex  salsa  classes  start  at  6:30pm  followed  by  a 
live  Flamenco  show  by  the  Yaelisa  & Caminos 
Company  ($8)  and  then  at  10pm  salsa  tunes 
from  the  Dulce  Mambo  Band  ($5).  El  Rio  3158 
Mission  Street.  Call  643-3486. 

16 
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TUESDAY 

Last  holiday  party  of  the  year  - Kids  always 
enjoy  these  events  at  the  Mission  Library.  This 
one  has  refreshments  and  a craft-making  work- 
shop for  making  Christmas  gifts.  Mission  Branch 
Library  300  Bartlett  Street  @ 24th.  4pm,  free. 
Call  695-5060. 


WEDNESDAY 


Progress.  Smogress  - Hungarian  director  lldiko 
Enyedi's  film  My  Twentieth  Century  examines 
the  concept  of  progress  in  the  last  100  years  as 
seen  through  the  eyes  of  two  twin  sisters,  one  a 
radical  the  other  a seductress,  who  were  sepa- 
rated at  birth.  Artists  Television  Access  992 
Valencia.  9pm,  $5.  Call  824-3890. 


FRIDAY 

Strung  out?  - This  is  for  all  of  you  walking 
around  with  the  shakes  because  you've  got  a 
bad  hill  billy  jones  and  the  roommates  said  any- 
more banjo  playing  was  grounds  for  your  per- 
manent removal.  It's  a bluegrass  jam  open  to 
all  string  band  players.  Atlas  Cafe  3049  20th. 
7;30pm,  free.  Call  648-1047. 


SATURDAY 


Also  on  the  program  i>ympnon/a  rvieziica  oy 
Carlos  Pazos  and  Rachmaninov’s  Rhapsody  on 
a Theme  of  Paganini.  Calvary  Presbyterian 
Church,  Fillmore  @ Jackson.  9:30pm,  $20  gen- 
eral. $10  youth,  students  and  seniors.  Call  392- 
4400  for  tickets.  If  you  survive  into  the  new  era, 
the  performance  will  be  repeated  Saturday  Janu- 
ary 1 at  8pm.  Both  shows  are  going  to  sell  out 
fast. 


ONGOING 


Call  It  What  You  - Billed  as  an  evening  of  dance, 
drool  and  desire  and  performed  with  big  dance 
elan  bj|  Shona  Curley  and  Erika  ShuchM’he 
Beauty  School.  Bring  your  own  drool  cup.  Danc- 
ers' Group  Studio  Theater  3321  22nd  Street. 
12\3-5  & 12\10-12, 8pm,  $12-15.  Call  824-5044. 
World  beaters  - Sister  Hermes  Dance  Machine 
does  the  millennium  bit  in  Blue  2000,  a look  at 
a world  moving  too  fast  and  an  ode  to  the  state 
of  the  world  heart,  what  there  is  of  it,  with  lots  of 
laser,  film  clips  and  slides  to  keep  it  lively  ODC 
Performance  Gallery  3153 17th  Street,  8pm,  12/ 
24  & 1 2/9-1 1 . $15’.  Call  863-9834, 

The  unparodiable  parodized  - Inspired  by  sit- 
ting through  a bad  solo  performance  piece  (are 
there  other  flavors?)  What  I Want,  written  and 
performed  by  David  Mills,  satirizes  the  world  of 
ego  driven  and  talent  challenged  single  person 
prodfictions  But  can  the  ridiculous  be  ridiculed*^ 
Intersection  for  the  Arts  446  Valencia,  8pm, 
Thursdays-Sundays  12/2-12.  $9-14.  Call  626- 
3311. 


DECEMBER  1999  15 

Not  the  Maltese  Falcon  - "The  Golden  Bird' 
performed  by  A Traveling  Jewish  Theater  Ap- 
prentice Company  combines  the  folk  wisdom  of 
a Jewish  fairy  tale  with  contemporary  themes  of 
the  search  for  meaning  and  identity  • plus  a 
dash  of  Alice  in  Wonderland.  A Traveling  Jew- 
ish Theater  470  Florida  Street.  Fndays  at  8pm, 
Saturdays  and  Sundays  2 & 8pm,  12/2-19,  $12 
Call  399-1809 

Holidazed  - Gallery  Luscombe's  3rd  Annual 
Group  Artists'  Holiday  exhibibon  promises  a re- 
lease from  the  hype  of  the  fin  de  siecle  count- 
down. It's  the  ultimate  one  stop  shopping  place 
for  outrageous  gifts  and  affordable  original  art 
pieces.  Everything  from  voodoo  love  dolls  to 
jeweled  purses  Gallery  Luscombe  3040  24th 
Street  (Between  Treat  & Harrison).  Wed  - Sun. 
12  to  6pm  through  December  23,  Reception  Fri- 
day 12/3  6:30  - 8:30pm.  Call  285-8545. 

Tuesdays 

The  Bernal  Heights  Spanish  Conversation 
Group  meets  every  Tue^ay  night  to  converse, 
chat,  gossip,  and  at  times,  argue.  Interested  call 
Avatar  at  648-4624.  No  smokers, 

Thursdays 

Free  Tenant’s  Rights  Counseling  - Don't  roll 
over  when  comes  down  to  a landlord's  pursuit 
of  profit  versus  your  right  to  keep  on  living  in  da' 
hood.  6-6pm  at  Cafe  La  Boheme,  24th  & Mis- 
sion, For  more  info,  call  398-6200 

Fridays 

Board  games  for  bored  p^ple  or  fun  games 
for  fun  people?  Take  your  pick  of  Hearts. 
Scrabble.  Settlers  of  Catan,  Cribbage  etc.  Bring 
a game  - learn  a game.  SF  Games  offers  a 
friendly  environment  to  meet  new  people. 
Muddy's  Coffeehouse  1304  Valencia,  7pm  to 
midnight  Call  Daviid  at  679-3678  or  e-mail  him 
sfgames@yahoo.com.  . 


THURSDAY 

Bear  witness  to  the  behemoth!  - Tour  the  site 
of  the  massive  43-acre  UCSF  Mission  Bay  cam- 
pus! See  the  mind-boggling  plans  for  the  trans- 
formation of  303  acres  of  the  surrounding  areal 
Gasp  at  the  awesome  Catellus  Mission  Bay  Visi- 
tors' Center.  Make  your  reservations  at  least  a 
week  in  advance  or  you'll  be  TOO  LATE!  Call 
4764394  NOW!! 
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FRIDAY 

Don  we  now  our  gay  apparel  - A Judy  Gar- 
land Christmas,  features  Judy's  daughter  Loma 
Luft  reminiscing,  film  critic  Jan  Wahl  analyzing, 
Connie  Champagne,  as  Judy,  singing,  Mathew 
Martin  reading  {‘Twas  the  Night  before  Christ- 
mas as  Kate  Hepburn)  and  Suzy  Berger  as 
Judge  Judy.  The  evening  concludes  with  a 
screening  of  Meet  Me  in  St.  Louis.  Castro  The- 
ater 489  Castro  7pm,  $15-20,  For  ticket  infor- 
mation 863-061 1 . 

18  

SATURDAY 

Anarchist  Brew  - The  Anarchist  Cafe  is  back 
once  again  with  an  evening  of  poetry,  including 
Roxanne  Dunbar-Ortiz.  agitprop  by  members  of 
the  Mission  Artists  Gentrification  Insurrection 
Coalition  and  music  from  Folk  This!  Harmonic 
Intervention  and  Rebecca  Riots.  This  is  a ben- 
efit for  Free  Radical  Infoshop.  225  Potrero 
@ 1 6th,  6pm  dinner  7pm  politically  laden  amuse- 
ments. $1-5.  For  more  information  call  Chris 
Crass  647-5819 

A league  of  their  own  - The  League  of  Revo- 
lutionaries for  a New  America  present  their  vi- 
sion for  the  new  millennium  with  speechifying, 
poetry  and  music.  No  mention  of  snacks.  New 
Colle^  Cultural  Center  766  Valencia,  7:30pm, 
$3-5.  Call  252-64<)1 , 


Throat  music  - If  you  really  must  go  out  on 
Christmas  Day.  check  the  inspiring  and  surprise 
smash  hit  documentary  Genghis  Blues,  the  story 
of  Paul  Pena  a blind  San  Francisco  blues  sing- 
ers who  journeys  to  Tuva  to  lake  part  in  the 
Tuvan  friroat  singing  competition.  If  you've  never 
heard  Tuva  throat  singing,  you're  in  for  a boggle, 
A different  sort  of  Wonderful  Life.  Roxie  Cinema 
3117  16th  Street.  Daily  at  2.  4.  6.  8 and  10pm 
through  December  30th.  Better  see  it  over  and 
over  again  because  the  rest  of  the  week  is  re- 
ally quiet.  As  a matter  of  fact  the  ancient  Mayans 
referred  to  this  end  of  the  year  period  as  the 
Uayeb.  a time  of  bad  luck.  They  pretty  much 
packed  it  in,  staying  at  home  for  carefree  sex- 
until  Columbus  introduced  syphilis  - thinking 
about  next  year's  com  crop  and  trying  to  keep 
their  kids  from  driving  them  nuts. 

31 

FRIDAY 

Beethoven’s  greatest  hit  - Enter  the  new  mil 
lennium  in  a rousing  mood,  Urs  Leonhardt  and 
the  Community  Music  Center  Orchestra  perform 
Beethoven's  Ninth  Symphony  with  full  choral. 


Pacific  Academy  of  Homeopathy 

Learn  the  Art  of  Homeopathy 


( Two  and  Three  Year  Professional  Training  Programs 
( Introductory  Seminars 
( Resource  Center 


1199  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  415.458.8238  pahm@slip.net 


Atm 

GRAPHICS 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
BILINGUAL  EDITORIAL  SERVICES 
TRANSLATIONS  for  PUBLICATION 


Special  Rates  for  Non-Frofifs 

415*824-7421 


SPANISH/ENGLISH  TYPESETTING  • AO  DESIGN  • LOGOS  • BUSINESS  CARDS  « NEWSLETTERS 
MENUS  • FLYERS  • BROCHURES  • INVITATIONS  • COMPUTER  GRAPHIC  ILLUSTRATIONS 
ACADEMIC  RESEARCH  ASSISTANCE  • PROOFREADING  • BILINGUAL  INTERVIEW  TRANSCRIPTIONS 


^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

'^Les  Deseamos  una  Feliz  Navidad  y Prospero  Ano  Nuevo** 


ENCANTADA 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 
904  Valencia  Street  @ 20th 

Extended  Holiday  Hours! 

Sun.-Thurs  11-6pm,  Fri.-Sat  11-8pm 

(415)  642-3939 


if 
% 

Holiday  Sale  & Exhibition 

Dec.  3 thru  31st 

F Religious  paintings,  sculptures,  and  objetos  de  arte. 

Specializing  in  beautiful  and  unique  home  accessories, 

^3/  fu''^'ture,  mirrors,  jewelry,  candles,  cards,  ceramics  and 

those  ever  enchanting  "Mexican  Barbie's",  and  much  more. 

Holiday  Reception,  Friday,  Dec.  10,  6-9pm 

Holiday  Workshop,  Saturday  Dec.  18,  2-4pm 

yy  Learn  to  prepare  a folkloric  non-alcoholic  Ponche.  Gonzalo 
r Gonzalez  of  San  Miguel  de  Allende  will  show  us  how  to 
prepare  this  wonderful  aromatic  Mexican  ponche  made 
t with  seasonal  fruits.  It  will  delight  your  senses  and  kindle 
your  longings  for  a visit  to  Mexico. 

Limited  seating.  Fee  & registration  required.  Call  642-3939. 
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Botanas 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 

CD  Player 


16th  ^ 
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LOSE 

WEIGHT 


ONE  WEEK 
FREE! 


GAIN 

MUSCLE 


T 

a 

ai 

m VALENCIA 

at  14th  St. 

626-8)60 

WWW.VAUNCIAITREETMUKLE.COM 

‘With  lhi«  coupon  Local  visitors  only  One  p«ss  per 
person  per  year  Offer  may  be  withdrawn  at  anytime. 

Offer  expires  1/IA)0 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK. 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7 DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

• Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦ "Do>it*Yourseir 
Membership  Available  ♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

• Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  <fi  Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems  • Radiators  * Overheating 

• Timing  Belts  • Brakes  • Clutches  • General  Repairs 

• Air  Condilioning/Heaters 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Shori  Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Sleering  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 

• Check  Engine  Light  • Computer  Diagnostics  •Driveability 

Problems 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 


Stata  of  California 

LICENSED 


SMQ^ 

CI«K 


. INSPECTION  a 
^^EPAIRSTATTO^^ 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


<i 


since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1 FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  • S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  & BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  & ATM  ACCEPTED 


^ $10 

OFF 

^ SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
($42  “VALUE) 


Hispanic  Alt  2000 

The  San  Francisco  Museum  of 
Contemporary  Hispanic  Art  (El 
Museo  Hispano  de  Arte 
Coniemporaneo  de  San  Francisco)  pre- 
sents an  exhibit  of  four  artists  during 
December  and  January  whose  careers 
made  a special  era  in  Hispanic  art.  Arte 
Hispano  2000  will  feature  the  work  of  Ben 
Dominguez,  Mario  Joel,  Luis  Bacena,  and 
Ricardo  Rivera.  These  painters  all  have 
special  ties  to  the  Mission  and  their  work 
and  achievements  over  the  past  decades 
have  received  special  recognition  in  the 
local  galleries,  cultural  centers,  as  well  as 

Antl-gentrlficatlon  Mural 

In  November  Galeria  de  la  Raza  host- 
ed a reception  for  a Digital  Mural  current- 
ly displayed  on  the  Gallery’s  Bryant  Street 
Billboard.  The  mural  is  the  creation  of  stu- 
dents attending  the  School  of  the  Arts 
(SOTA)  during  the  1999  session.  As  part 
of  the  Service  Learning  in  the  Arts  pro- 
gram, Advisor  John  Leados.  credits  stu- 
dents artists  Zach  Segal  and  Jonah  Copi 
for  successfully  visualizing  an  interpretive 
history  of  the  Mission  District  from  colo- 
nization to  gentrification. 

Leaftos  believes  that  a cultures  history 
is  ’‘spoken  through  the  walls  of  their 
cities,”  and  the  Digital  Mural  provides  a 
sense  of  historical  time  and  place  that 
communicates  to  the  viewer  while  in  the 
same  respecL  allows  them  to  place  them- 
selves within  the  context  that  history 

The  mural  was  generated  electronical- 
ly using  some  of  the  newest  computer  pro- 
grams available,  and  was  spawned  by  Uie 
lack  of  current  documentation  regarding 
recent  history  in  the  Mission.  When  stu- 
dents began  their  initial  research  for  the 
project  they  discovered  little  or  no  maieri- 


in  international  festivals. 

Representing  distinct  styles,  these 
artists  have  transformed  themselves 
through  the  experience  of  their  personal 
expression  with  a consistency  and  integri- 
ty of  spirit  that  has  inspired  generations  on 
an  international  level. 

For  more  informatioa  call  El  Museo 
Hispano  de  Arte  Coniemporaneo  de  San 
Francisco  at  (415)  841-2024.  Opening 
reception  for  the  artists  is  December  17, 
6:30-9:30,  Live  music  performed  by 
Sangano.  (see  below) 


al  relating  specifically  to  the  issues  that 
they  felt  truly  concretized  the  Mission's 
historical  experience.  The  project  then 
became  a search  for  history  of  the  Mission 
at  the  end  of  the  20th  century,  and  much  of 
tlie  research  was  based  on  oral  history. 

Recognizing  history  as  a cyclical  phe- 
iKimenon,  LeaAos  says  that  where  we  are 
at  now  is  in  a paradigm  of  resistance,  and 
he  describes  the  work  as  a mural  of  resis- 
tance. Of  course,  Leailos  admits  that  the 
project  is  too  big  to  communicate  all  the 
necessary  information  in  one  mural,  but 
Copi  has  done  an  excellent  job  of  choosing 
images  that  mark  significant  stages  of 
resistance,  from  Ohlone  to  live-work  loft 
times.  The  Mural  will  be  on  display 
through  January  and  also  comes  with  a 
graphic  historical  chronology  briefly 
explaining  each  cycle  of  change,  which 
can  be  viewed  in  the  gallery  and  gift  shop. 

Galeria  de  la  Raza  Billboard  is  locat- 
ed at  2857  24lh  St.,  on  the  Bryant  Street 
side.  Gallery  hours;  Thursday  - Saturday 
from  I2:00-6pm.  Call  (415)  826-8009. 


The  homeless  need  help  this  holiday  season 


Dolores  Street  Community  Services 
(DSCS)  is  asking  for  your  support 
in  making  the  holidays  a little 
more  bearable  for  our  community’s  work- 
ing poor.  ‘‘We  are  always  in  need  of  volun- 
teers and  donations  of  food  and  personal 
items,  but  never  so  much  as  during  the 
winter  months.”  says  Amilcar  MayeiL 
Dolores  Housing  Program  (DHP)  Director 

DHP  is  the  only  emergency  food  and 
shelter  program  serving  men  in  the 
Mission  District  and  the  largest  such 
provider  to  San  Francisco’s  Latino 
Community.  120  men  each  niglu,  many  of 


them  working  poor,  are  provided  with  a 
safe,  dignified,  and  culturally  appropriate 
cmiroiunent,  food,  case  management  a 
medical  clinic.  English  as  a second  lan- 
guage classes  aixl  other  services.  ‘‘The 
need  is  growing  and  we  are  continually 
asked  to  do  more  with  fewer  resources,” 
says  Mayen.  These  items  are  especially 
needed:  towels,  Christinas  decorations, 
and;  deodoranL  disposable  razors,  sham- 
poo, toothpaste,  soap,  handkerchiefs, 
socks,  shaving  cream,  and  hand  lotioa 

DSCS  was  organized  in  1982  as  a 
multi-service  organization  to  provide 
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housing,  sanctuaiy,  and  support  for  tlie 
people  seeking  dignity,  health  and  hope  in 
San  Francisco’s  Mission  and  Castro  neigh- 
boihoods.  The  organization’s  programs 
include  the  Richard  M.  Cohen  Residence, 
a licensed  facility  providing  24  hour  sup- 
portive housing  to  people  living  with 
AIDS  who  were  previously  homeless;  the 


Dolores  Housing  Program.  San 
Francisco’s  largest  provider  of  emergency 
food  and  housing  services  to  the  homeless 
Latinos  and  working  poor,  and  a much 
used  community  center  at  938  Valencia 
Street.  For  more  information  please  call 
282-6209. 


Y2K  Compliant  Millennium  Calendars 


Galeria  de  la  Raza  is  currently 
exhibiting  Y2K  Artist 
Commemorative  Calendars  trough 
December  12.  Twenty-seven  artists  repre- 
senting all  generations,  genres,  and  end  of 
the  cycle  perspectives  have  come  together 
for  this  display  of  some  of  the  best  calen- 
dric  art  ever  imagined. 

Curated  by  Rene  Yaflez,  artists 
include:  Eugenio  Castro,  Charlotte  Cote, 
Gabriel  Navar,  Scott  Fulton,  Antonio 
Tovar,  Rene  Yafiez,  Jonah  Copi,  Nick 
Gomez,  Pamela  Shields,  Monique 
Aguerre,  Daniel  Galvez,  Rodney  Ewing, 
Rudy  Cuellar,  Micha  Messenheimer,  Liz 
Leima,  Jose  Montoya,  Deborah  lyall, 
Jesus  “Chucho” Angel  Perez,  John  Leahos, 
Victor  Mario  Zaballa.  Rene  “Change” 
Garcia,  Louie  the  Foot,  Joe  Sances.  Erika 


Zaico,  Ricardo  Favela,  Honorio  Robeldo, 
and  Alyson  Belchar.  The  Milleimium 
Collectable  Calendar  Project  is  a collabo- 
ration of  Galeria  de  la  Raza,  Berkeley  Arts 
Center,  and  La  Pefla  Cultural  Certter. 

The  calendars  are  one  piece,  approxi- 
mately 18  by  23  inches,  with  a complete 
year  2000  twelve-  month  calendar.  These 
unique  time  keepers  feature  original  draw- 
ings, watercolors,  photography,  collage 
and  maiiy  different  kinds  of  prints,  signed 
by  the  artist,  and  most  are  one  of  a kind. 
Each  calendar  sells  for  only  $25,  and  there 
are  going  fast! 

Galeria  de  la  Raza  is  located  at  285 7 24th 
St.  @ Bryant.  Gallery  hours:  Thursday  - 
Saturday  from  I2:00-6pm.  Call  (415)  826- 
8009. 


Tues.-Sat.:  10am  to  9pm 
Sunday:  11am  to  6pm 

Glen  Park  Bart 
J Church 

Muni  tt26,  52.  44.  23 
Easy  Parking 


Sangano  Release  Party 


This  Saturday,  December  1 1,  Sangano 
hosts  a release  party  for  their  latest  CD 
title,  at  the  Border  Cantina,  1192 

Folsom  Street  With  lead  vocalist  David 
Padilla,  Alfonso  Morales  and  Gabriel 
Sandino  on  guitar,  backup  vocalist  Steve 
Pitzenbarger  on  bass,  and  Enrique  Padilla 
on  percussion,  Sangano  carries  on  the  tra- 


dition of  good,  home  grown  music  from 
the  Missioa  Is  there  something  in  the 
water,  or  what?  If  you  haven’t  heard  this 
group  yet.  I’d  say;  drop  by  the  Border 
Cantina  and  check  them  out.  Copies  of 
Bluesday  will  be  on  sale  for  $6,  and 
Sangano  will  fire  up  the  live  music  at 
10pm. 


Books  tt  Bronchos  Donor  Program 


The  San  Francisco  Public  Library  has 
a new  program  called  Books  to 
Branches  that  offers  book-lovers  an 
exciting  opportunity  to  be  personally 
involved  in  contributing  to  the  collection 
at  their  favorite  library  branch.  In  return 
for  a tax-deductible  donation  of  $25  or 
more,  the  library  will  purchase  a book  (or 
books)  for  the  branch  of  your  choice. 
Donations  can  also  be  made  with  a book- 
plate feature,  which  lets  the  donor 
acknowledge  anyone  they  choose  with  a 
personalized  bookplate  displayed  on  the 
inside  cover  of  a newly  purchased  book 


Forget  about  ten  seconds  of  fame,  this 
will  last  at  least  a lifetime!  The  bookplate 
feature  can  be  a memorial  to  a deceased 
loved  one,  honor  a birthday,  anniversary, 
or  special  occasion.  What  a great  holid^ 
gift!  In  addition,  if  desired,  the  library  will 
notify  the  honorce  of  the  purchase  in  their 
name  through  an  acknowledgment  letter 
from  the  City  Librarian. 

Donations  can  be  made  in  cash  or  by 
personal  check.  Donor  forms  will  be  avail- 
able from  library  staff  at  the  Main  Library 
and  at  all  26  branch  libraries. 


Holiday  Volunteer  Oppoitunitles 


Quick  picks  from  the  Volunteer 
Center’s  armual  Volunteer 
Opportunity  Guide. 


On  Lok  Senior  Health  Services  needs 
Santa’s  Helpers  and  Craft  makers. 
Carolers,  and  food  servers  for  a special 
Christmas  meal.  Contact  Kim 
Longenecker  at  (415)  550-2214  or  Steve 
Share  at  (415)  292-8738. 

Youth  Industry;  Nu  2 U needs  indi- 
viduals with  retail  experience  to  demon- 
strate and  model  independence  and  goals 
while  working  with  youth  in  their  thrift 
store.  Contact  Melissa  Lambert  at  (415) 
206-9945. 

Center  for  Young  lVomen*s 
Development  needs  volunteers  for  their 
Holid^  of  Hope  celebration.  It’s  a party, 
and  you’re  invited!  Contact  Jessica  Nolan 
at  (415)977-1980. 

Jon  Sims  Center  for  Performing  Arts 
needs  performers  and  Nutcracker  Suite 
music  for  all  to  dance  along  for  their  annu- 
al event  to  raise  funds  for  out  community 
arts  organizations  December  5 and  6. 
Contact  Lauren  Hewitt  at  (415)  554-0402. 

Support  for  Families  with  Disabilities 
needs  helpers  with  kids  to  wrap  and  dis- 
tribute gifts  for  a Family  Holiday  Ice 
Skating  Party  at  Yeiba  Buena  Ice  Rink. 
Guaranteed  fim  whether  you  can  skate  or 


rK)t!  Contact  Audrey  de  Chadenedes  at 
(415)  282-7494. 

Our  Kids  First  needs  volunteers  to 
work  as  part  of  a group  to  prepare  students 
to  participate  in  a Kwanzaa  celebratioa 
Contact  Maya  Hart  at  (415)  585-1104. 

AIDS  Emergency  Fund  needs  volun- 
teers to  decorate,  set  up,  prepare  and  serve 
food,  or  clean  up  after  their  Christmas  Eve 
Dinner.  This  is  an  afternoon  event  for  peo- 
ple with  AIDS  and  their  families.  Contact 
Clark  Sealy  at  (415)  558-6985. 

International  Rescue  Committee 
needs  Santa  Substitutes  and  help  deliver- 
ing donated  gifts  to  newly  arrived  refugees 
from  Kosovo,  Bosnia  and  Liberia.  Must 
have  your  own  sleigh.  IRC  also  has  Adopt- 
a-Family  opportunities.  Contact  Denene 
Andolpho  at  (415)  437-3990. 

These  are  just  a sampling  of  the  donor 
and  volunteer  opportunities  available  in 
San  Francisco  during  the  1999  holiday 
seasoa  Cdpies  of  SF  Holiday  Wish  List 
and  SF  Holiday  Vblunieer  Opportunities 
are  available  by  calling  the  Volunteer 
Center  of  San  Francisco  at  (415)  982- 
8999,  or  visit  their  website;  www.vcsf.org 

The  Volunteer  Center  of  San  Francisco 
assists  individuals  to  both  serve  their  com- 
munities and  attain  personal  and  profes- 
sional growth  through  community  involve- 
ment. 


Casanova 

lOUMOC 


S27  \7cUeKcuv,  Sojv  FrojtcUco 
41S.863.9SZ3 


Cafe  / Restaurant 

FOOD  & FANTASY  OF  SPAIN 
Home  of  5(H)ANGRI(L)A 
Monday-Thur^day:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  & Satuday;  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 


eSfeSfat^TO 


Amon0  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  reetaurantf 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

262-6667 
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Life  and  Dreams  of  the  Perla  River  Valley 
Vida  y Suehos  de  la  Canada  Perla 


Bay  Area  Muralists  Recreate  Destroyed  Zapatista  Mural 


By  Jime  Salcedo-Malo 

On  April  II.  1998,  the  Mayan  vil- 
lage of  Taniperla,  Chiapas,  a 
Zapatista  stronghold,  was  invaded 
and  occupied  by  the  Mexican  military  in 
an  attempt  to  neutralize  growing  commu- 
nity support  for  llie  rebel  army.  Much  of 
the  village,  including  a community  mural, 
was  destroyed.  Twelve  international 
human  rights  workers  were  arrested  and 
deported  In  a recent  display  of  solidaiiiy 
with  the  people  of  Cliiapas,  Bay  Area 
artists  and  community  members,  including 
tlirec  of  the  international  woriters  who 
were  deported,  recreated  the  destroyed 
mural  on  tlie  walls  of  North  Beach’s  City 
Lights  Bookstore. 

The  mural,  tilled  Mda  y Suehos  de  la 
Canada  Perla  (Life  and  Dreams  of  the 
Perla  River  Valley)  commemorates  every- 
day life  and  the  continuing  struggle  of  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 
(EZLN)  that  in  the  early  morning  hours  of 
the  New  Year.  1994.  the  EZLN  rose  up  in 
arms  and  into  world  consciousness 

Originally  designed  and  iniuated  in 


Chiapas  by  Mexico  City  artist  Sergio 
Valdez  Rubalcaba.  the  mural  represents 
tlie  indigenous  struggle  against  more  than 
500  years  of  oppression.  Wlien  the  mili- 
tary invaded  Taniperla,  Valdez  Rubalcaba 
was  arrested  on  cliarges  of  “rebellion”  and 
sentenced  to  nine  years  in  prisoa  After  a 
year  and  a half-long  campaign  by  support- 
ers and  human  rights  activists,  he  was 
finally  released.  He  continues  to  educate 
Mexican  society  on  the  Zapatista  struggle. 

After  searching  the  City  for  a mural 
site,  Bay  Area  artist  Jeff  Conant  visited 
City  Lights  Bookstore,  wliich  was  in  the 
process  of  retrofitting  the  building,  Conant 
saw  potential  in  an  exterior  wall  and  City 
Lights  was  supportive  of  the  project.  Jeff 
put  out  a call  to  artists,  and  the  Zapatista 
Mural  Project  was  formed.  It  is  one  part  of 
a successful  movement  to  recreate  the 
mural  in  cities  throughout  the  world. 
Besides  San  Francisco,  the  mural  has  been 
reproduced  in  Barcelona.  Madrid,  and 
Bilbao.  Spain,  as  well  as  in  Italy.  Mexico 
City,  and  Oakland 

“The  mural  was  created  in  the  true 
spirit  of  cormnunity  and  mutual  support,” 
says  Conant  “all  the  work  was  done  by 


Life  and  Dreams  of  Perla  Canyon  Mural 


individuals  volunteering  their  time  and 
skills.” 

During  the  November  14  dedication 
ceremorty,  Mission  District  artist  CalLxto 
Robles,  noted  the  accomplishment;  “This 
mural  has  a lot  of  power  because  it  allows 
people  here  to  know  a little  of  what  is 
going  on  in  Chiapas.”  Robles  added  that 
by  communicating  a message  of  resis- 
tance, the  mural  “helps  the  indigenous 
struggle  against  the  repressive  forces  of 
the  government  ” 

More  than  100  people  in  attended  the 


dedication,  including  San  Francisco  film- 
maker Pepe  Unquijo.  Having  recently  trav- 
eled to  Chiapas,  Urquijo  witnessed  the 
conflict  first  hand.  “The  mural  is  another 
reflection  of  what  the  Zapatistas  are  about” 
he  says,  “Uiey  haven’t  just  relied  upon  ilte 
community  inside  of  Mexico,  they  have 
oulreached  to  supporters  throughout  the 
world.”  Without  this  support  the  people  of 
Chiapas  would  have  long  since  been 
destroyed 

Vida  y Sueho  de  la  Cahada  Perla  is  locat- 
ed on  the  Jack  Kerouac  Alley  side  of  City 
Lights  Bookstore.  261  Columbus  Avenue 
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GUARDIAN 


Best  Wee-Hour  Yucca  Fix 

Cafe 

Valencia,  directly  around  the  corner 
from  22nd  Street’s  eourmet  cluster,  is 
a world  away  in  its  down-to-earth 
atmosphere  and  cluttered  charm.  On 
the  right  evenings  Cuban  musicians 
may  cram  in  and  serenade  the  merry 
pan-American  clientele.  But  right  now 
you’re  loo  hungry  to  muse  on  your 
o environment.  Order  the  vegetarian 

plate  (S4.95).  Magic:  glowing  saftVon 
^ 'Q  l ice,  hot  crisp  samosas,  salad,  and  — 

^ J your  savior  — a mild  and  rich  sauteed 

yucca  that  heals,  cleanses,  and  uplifts. 

6 /I  J)fc  I 1 109  Valencia  St.  near  22nd  • 824-T659 

NOCTURNAL  MON  SAT  7 30  TO  ROUND  MIDNIGHT  ^ II  ^ || 


vau  ; 

KlMOur  HoMi  iKMOur  Homi 


FOaUSHiiFOOkfiM 


YOU 


I,  YOU 
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Three  things  you  can  count  on  this  New  Year’s  Day: 
leftover  cheese  ball,  bowl  games,  Bank  of  America. 


When  the  clock  strikes  midnight  on  December  31,  Bank  of  America 
will  have  long  been  ready  for  it.  In  fact,  weVe  been  preparing 
for  more  than  four  years  to  make  this  big  event  a nonevent  for 
you.  So  when  you  wake  up  on  January  1 , you’ll  still  be  able  to 
call  our  regular  number  for  automated  account  information,  log 

m Bank  of  America 

Thisis  aycar  2000fcadincudiscl(Kurv  Member  FDIC. 


on  to  our  Web  site,  or  just  visit  one  of  our  thousands  of  ATMs  to 
check  balances,  make  withdrawals,  transfer  money  and  make 
deposits.  Just  like  you  always  have.  Count  on  it.  If  you  have  more 
questions  about  our  year  2000  preparations,  visit  our  Web  site  at 
www.bankofamerica.com/y2k  or  give  us  a call  at  1 .888.960. 1111. 
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the  Editor 


Fading  Mural  Needs  Remix 

Editor, 

With  Carlos  Santana's  latest  album 
going  double  platinum,  I wonder  if  some 
of  the  proceeds  could  go  to  restoring  the 
fading  mural  at  South  Van  Ness  Avenue 
and  22nd  Street  that  features  the  guitarist, 
front  and  center?  Or  perhaps  a special  con- 
cert could  be  organized  for  just  this  cause 
or  for  saving  San  Francisco  murals  in  gen- 
eral? 

Brian  Wallace 


library  Hour  Reduction 

Editor, 

Seven  San  Francisco  Public  Librar>’ 
branches  will  each  lose  one  Saturday  hour 
per  week  starting  in  January  if  the  Library 
Commission  votes  to  approve  proposed 
new  hours  at  its  December  7 meeting. 
Nine  hours  of  cuts,  combined  with  7 hours 
added,  results  in  a two-hour  net  loss  of 
adult  hours  systemwide. 


citizens  of  San  Francisco,  the  Supervisors, 
and  the  Mayor,  who  have  been  generous 
with  this  Library.  They  have  increased  the 
Library's  budget  to  over  $44  million  this 
year,  more  than  double  pre-Proposiiion  E 
levels  and  some  $12  million  greater  than  it 
was  five  years  ago  when  Prop.  E first  took 
effect.  Yet  the  book  budget  is  down  to 
about  $4  million  from  a high  of  $5  million 
and  hours,  which  have  not  changed  in  five 
years,  are  now  slated  for  cuts. 

Proposition  E requires  a reassessment 
of  library  hours  every  five  years.  In  pub- 
lic hearings,  including  at  the  Mission 
Branch,  library  users  were  told  that  there 
would  be  no  cuts  in  hours  at  ariy  branch. 
The  Library’s  own  Prop.  E surveys  and 
hearings  this  fall  showed  that  many  citi- 
zens want  more  hours,  weekend  and 
evening  hours  most  of  all.  Yet  the  majori- 
ty of  the  cuts  are  on  Saturdays.  It  should 
be  noted  that  three  hours  have  been  added 
to  four  Children's  Rooms,  all  on 
Wednesdays  from  10-1,  including  at  the 
Mission  branch;  but  Children  still  get 
fewer  hours  than  adults  systemwide,  and 
ixme  of  these  added  hours  are  on  evenings 
or  weekends  At  Mission,  Monday  adult 
hours  end  at  9 pm  the  Children’s  at  6 pm; 
Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays  the  Children’s 
Room  continues  to  close  at  8 pm  while  the 
branch  remains  open  until  9 pm. 

Our  now-generously-funded  library 
should  e.xpand  evening  and  weekend  hours 
to  better  serve  everyone,  iiKluding  work- 
ing people,  students,  and  others  who  can- 
not come  on  weekdays. 


The  Library  Administration  incorrect- 
ly totalled  these  cuts  as  a seven-hour 
increase,  and  Library  literature  mislead- 
ingly describes  the  plan;  “Minor  modifi- 
cations and  seven  additional  hours  per 
week  are  proposed.” 

Reducing  hours  is  no  way  to  repay  the 


The  citizens  of  San  Francisco  have 
spoken  clearly  to  the  Library 
Administration  and  it  has  not  heeded  them. 
The  message  needs  to  be  delivered  again 
to  fellow  citizens,  the  Supervisors  and 
Mayor,  and  to  the  Library  Commission, 
100  Larkin  St.,  both  before  and  during  its 
scheduled  meeting.  Tuesday,  December  7. 


Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area's 
“clean,  welldit  place"  to  buy  sex  toys*  books  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  *friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco  Berkeley 

1210  Valencia  Street  2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 
(4 1 5)  974-8980  (5 1 0)  84 1 -8987 

Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I lam-8pm 


wyrw.^oodjy'ibes.coni 


•BUV.VIBE 


Support  the  Arts 

through 

San  Francisco’s 


j 


VOLUNTARY 


ARTS 


CONTRIBUTION 


FUND 


VACF  is  a program  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 


For  more  information 
call  (415)  554-6710 


5:30  pm.  Main  Library,  Civic  Center, 
Koret  Auditorium. 

The  Library  once  again  can  use  some 
help  from  its  friends. 

Sincerely.  James  Chaffee 


Fteewayvole 

Editor, 

This  past  election  San  Franciscans 
upheld  last  year's  decision  to  replace  the 
earthquake-damaged  section  of  the  Central 
Freeway  with  a four-block  long 
Boulevard.  Proposition  I,  which  reaf- 
firmed the  Boulevard  won  by  a 54%-46% 
margin.  Proposition  J,  which  would  have 
repealed  the  Boulevard  plan  lost  by  53%- 
47%. 

Hopefully  this  vote  will  put  to  rest  a 
painful  ten-year  saga  that  began  with  the 
Loma  Prieta  earthquake  and  included  three 
very  divisive  ballot  initiatives.  City  offi- 
cials now  have  a clear  mandate.  It’s  time 
for  them  to  move  the  project  forward  and 
for  tliose  on  both  sides  of  the  issue  to  come 
together  to  insure  we  build  a beautiful 
Boulevard  that  will  serve  the  needs  of  all 
San  Franciscans. 

As  co<hair  of  the  Committee  to  Build 
the  Boulevard.  I would  like  to  personally 
express  my  appreciation  to  all  the  New 
Mission  News  readers  who  supported  us. 
You  are  part  of  a broad  coalition  of  organi- 


zations, neighborhood  groups  and  individ- 
uals from  throughout  the  City  who  all  con- 
tributed to  the  success  of  the  Build  the 
Boulevard  campaiga  I,  other  members  of 
the  campaign  committee  and  future  San 
Franciscans  thank  you. 

Sincerely.  Robin  F.  Levitt 


Slackerspeak 

Editor, 

Being  one  of  the  “bohemian,  work- 
shy,  slackers”  Silicon  Satan  makes  refer- 
ence to  in  your  article  concerning  Burning 
Man,  I would  like  to  respond.  An  extreme- 
ly articulate  and  eloquently  written  article, 
I found  myself  agreeing  with  you  on  all 
points.  However  it  is  not  praise  1 wish  to 
deplore  yet  rather  answers. 

It  seems  critique  and  cynicism  are  are 
making  their  effulgence  everbrighter  these 
days  and  if  I may  opine,  have  become 
blinding.  Blinded  from  the  possibility  of 
an  answer,  a solution,  an  alternative.  Now 
please  understand  that  Im  not  against  cri- 
tique, however  I find  it  can  tend  to  exacer- 
bate a situation  when  overly  used.  All  I 
know  is  that  Im  23  years  old,  bordering  on 
the  edge  of  the  apathetic  abysss,  and  still 
have  many  years  left  on  this  earth.  “Peace” 
does  not  have  to  be  a cliche. 

Coin  easy,  Mike  Howe,  Tenderloin 


Mission  Camera  Shop 

Black  and  White  develop  and  print  3x5  or  4x6 
with  or  without  borders 

$12.63  24  exp.,  $16.95  36  exp.  one  to  two  days 

^^^^Develop  Only  BAV  Film  (35mm) 

$2.75  (No  prints  or  proof  sheet) 

Check  out  our  large  selection  of  black/white  film, 
darkroom  supplier,  used  cameras  and  len.ses, 
assorted  camera  accessories,  color  photofinishing. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  St.  641-8396 

10-5:30  M-F  11-5  Sat 


Neighbophood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  desired  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) , Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.7,5%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

• For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-monih  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area-  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 

MNN  OF<fyBON 
Off  CnUFOHMM 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  lime  without  notice. 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 
Interest  Rate 
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P O T R E R O 

BREWING  COMPANY 

535  Florida  St.  @ 18th  • (415)  552-1967  www.portrerobrew.com 


Waizwerk  serves  up  fine  German 
cuisine  and  good  times 


New  edition  to  the  Mission’s  culinary  explosion  is  lots  of  fun 


by  vmiller 

We  do  not  have  too  many  restau- 
rants in  the  neighborhood;  in 
fact  we  don't  have  enough 
restaurants  that  are  fun.  For  those  of  us 
who  have  made  prudent  evolution  in  self- 
indulgence  from  recreational  drugs  to 
recreational  eating,  the  current  prolifera- 
tion in  local  eateries  that  are  ostentatious, 
loud,  and  cater  to  multi-media  gourmands, 
is  irritating  in  tlie  extreme.  Recently  some 
friends  asked  Cathy  and  I to  introduce 
them  to  the  yuppie  dining  experience.  We 
selected  a nouveau  knucklehead  spot  that 
shall  remain  nameless.  The  evening  began 
poorly  when  our  waitperson  insisted  on 
giving  us  tlie  history  of  the  butter  before 
serving  the  rolls.  He  would  have  gone  all 
the  way  back  to  the  name  of  the  obliging 
cow,  had  not  Cathy  whose  Bronx  heritage 
is  somewhat  enhanced  when  her  blood 
sugar  drops,  loudly  interjected  “Just  give 
me  the  damn  bread!”  The  service  there- 
after was  icily  terse.  Our  friends  liowled  at 
the  prices,  grumbled  at  the  size  of  the  por- 
tions, and  were  disappointed  with  lire 
quality  of  the  food.  We‘d  given  them  pre- 
cisely what  they’d  asked  for  and  they 
weren’t  even  grateful  enough  to  pick  up 


the  check. 

If  it  weren’t  for  wonderful  cozy 
places  like  Puerto  Alegre,  Keur  Baobab 
and  Cafe  Valencia,  to  name  just  a few,  1 
wouldn’t  have  any  digestive  oriented 
diversion  at  all.  Fortunately,  Waizwerk, 
the  new  East  German  restaurant  on  South 
Van  Ness  fits  into  that  genre  of  fun  places 
to  eat.  Nobody  ’s  going  to  burden  you  with 
the  geneology  of  your  fork,  your  vehicle 
will  not  be  valet  parked  and  it  is  democra- 
tically owner-operated.  It’s  located  amid 
the  remains  of  auto  row  on  South  Van 
Ness,  so  the  name  Waizwerk  which  means 
steel  works  is  appropriate  (sort  of),  as  is 
the  Socialist  (sur)realist  posters  of  dedi- 
cated prols  that  adorn  the  walls.  It's  a 
shame  Waizwerk  is  no  longer  open  for 
lunch,  there’s  real  blue  collar  rush  that 
comes  from  sitting  down  to  a meal  of  meat 
and  potatoes  while  watching  the  action  at 
the  retread  tire  center  across  the  street. 

Owners  Isabell  Mysyk  and  Christiane 
Schmidt  are  charmingly  hospitable.  When 
not  too  busy  they  like  to  sit  at  the  tables 
with  regulars  and  chat  but  the  place  is 
hopping  most  nights.  With  only  six  tables 
in  the  front  room  and  a few  more  in  back, 
it’s  all  very  warm  and  homey. 


the  new  Bike  Rights  Hotline! 


Waizwerk  is  heated  at  381  south  Van  Ness 
@ 1 3th.  open  for  dinner  3:30  - 1 0pm.  Wed 
-Sat.  Call  351-7181. 

Complaint  Dept. 


Sunny  Outdoor  Dining,  Full  Bar, 
Pool  Tables,  Hand  Crafted  Ales, 
Fine  Food,  Roof  Deck, 

Lunch  & Dinner,  Late  Night  Food 
7 Days  A Week 

Sat  & Sunday 
Open  at  12  noon 
HAPPY  HOUR 
M-F3:30  to  6:30 
1 999  $2  Pint  Special 
Get  'em  while  they  last! 

Open  New  Year's  Eve  & 
New  Year's  Day 

New  Year's  Eve 
Buffet  Dinner 
7 to  11  p.m 


Chef  Nichele  Cavaleri  and  Waizwerk  proprietor  Isabell  Mysyk. 
Photo  by  Margaret  Yamasaki 


Waizwerk  has  eveiything  we  recre- 
ational eaters  are  looking  for.  It’s  a laid 
back,  dow  n to  earth  establishment  with  its 
own  uiuque  style  serving  up  good  food, 
arxl  plenty  of  it.  at  reasonable  prices. 


If  you  are  threatened,  hit  or  injured  by  a motorist, 

Call  431.  BIKE  X 7.  Leave  your  info  so  we  can  begin  to  track  these  incidents  more 
closely,  be  sure  they're  followed  up,  and  document  the  seriousness  of  the  problem. 


Before  the  Mission  Hotel  was  taken 
over  by  the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic, 
the  former  management  had  a curious  pol- 
icy regarding  tenants  who  made  com- 
plaints about  roaches,  raw  sewage  or  lack 
of  heat  in  their  rooms.  If  the  inspectors 
found  the  accusations  to  be  valid,  they 
were  evicted.  Presumably,  those  who 
made  false  or  frivolous  charges  were  wel- 
come to  Slay, 


Having  lived  on  German  fare  in  my 
early  childhood  I was  delighted  with  the 
palatal  memories  the  grilled  Thiiringer 
Bratwurst  with  mashed  potatoes  and 
sauerkraut  ($9)  brought  to  my  taste  buds. 
The  sauerkraut  was  golden  brown  with  a 
mellow  taste  rK)t  at  all  like  the  abrasive 
sourness  of  the  awful  mass-produced  stuff 
found  at  ballparks  and  hot  dog  stands. 
This  was  the  real  thing. 

The  Waizwerk  menu  includes  both 
meat  and  vegetarian  dishes  but  my  focus 
was  the  meat.  On  my  first  visit  and  my 
very  satisfying  Bratwurst  trip  down  mem- 


ory lane.  I noticed  a sausage  and  sauer- 
kraut variety  platter  on  the  menu  for  two 
for  $25  - 1 had  to  have  it.  In  choosing  the 
second  person  I gave  considerable  thouglu 
to  the  eating  habits  of  my  friends,  I decid- 
ed on  Judy  because  I was  sure  she  could- 
n’t put  away  more  than  eight  bucks  worth 
of  sausage.  If  you’re  a lover  of  smoked 
sausage  this  is  your  dish;  delicious,  moist 
and  floating  on  a huge  bed  of  sauerkraut 
Judy,  as  per  plan,  acquiesced  to  my  con- 
sumption of  most  of  the  platter  which  did 
not  leave  me  feeling  uncomfortabty 
overfed,  just  content  that  I ’d  finally  gotten 
my  fill  of  really  good  sausage.  (This  dish 
has  saddly  disappeared  from  the 
Waizwerk  menu  but  Isabell  said  it  will  be 
back.)  For  dessert  we  tried  the  Cold  Dog, 
alternating  layers,  of  crisp  vanilla  cookie 
and  rich  clx)colate  ($3.50)  and  a generous 
slice  of  apple  tart  with  vanilla  ice  cream 
($4).  Walzwerk’s  selection  of  non-meat 
Items  includes  vegetanan  “Wiener 
Schnitzel”  ($11)  and  potato  dumplings 
with  mushroom  ragout  ($9.50).  The  rotat- 
ing menu  of  daily  specials  always  includes 
something  surprising,  such  as  salmon,  but 
not  necessarily  German,  giving  Waizwerk 
a more  varied  cuisine  than  other  German 
restaurants  in  City.  As  if  you  probably 
guessed  alreacty,  Waizwerk  has  an  e.xcel- 
lent  selection  of  beers  and  wines. 


(Association 


Enforce  your  rights! 

• Always  take  information  at  the  scene.  Get  a description  of  the  person  and  the 
vehicle  as  well  as  the  license  plate  number. 

• Make  a police  report. 

• Gel  medical  attention  if  there's  any  chance  you  got  injured. 
41 5,431 , BIKE  X 7,  a joint  project  of  the  San  Francisco 

Bicycle  Coalition,  San  Frandsco  Bike  Messenger  Assn,  and  the 
International  Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union. 

More  Info:  431. BIKE  x 7 (415.431.2453) 
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New  Mission  News 


Hardworking  Mission  District  Student 
Gets  SMART  Boost 


By  Denize  Springer 

Ask  Cailota  Amaya  about  her  plans 
for  the  future  and  she’ll  tell  you, 
“school  comes  first.”  The  Mission 
District  sevenih-gradei  and  scholarship 
recipient  at  Epiphany  School  is  serious 
about  getting  a good  education.  She 
recently  got  an  extra  boost  from  the 
SMART  Program  (Schools  Mentoring  and 
Resource  Team),  one  of  30  mentoring  pro- 
grams otTcrcd  by  the  San  Francisco 
Mentoring  Coaliuon. 

SMART  provides  Amaya  with  her 
tuition  and  uniforms  for  Epiphany  School. 
Like  all  students  chosen  for  SMART  she  is 
from  a low-income  family,  and  is  required 
to  attend  summer  school  and  meet  with  a 
volunteer  tutor  a few  hours  each  week 
Amaya's  SMART  Program  tutor, 
Elizabeth  Cooper,  Itelps  her  maintain  her 
motivation  and  offers  support  whenever 
she  faces  new  academic  cliallenges  and 
unfamiliar  settings,  such  as  her  recent 
transfer  from  the  public  school  system  to 
the  private  Epipliany 

Amaya  is  such  a good  student  that  her 
parents,  who  emigrated  to  the  US  from  El 
Salvador  in  the  early  80’s,  do  not  worry 
about  her  getting  her  homework  done  But 
Cooper  provides  Amaya  with  opportuni- 
ties to  explore  activities  outside  of  school 
and  home  when  her  parents  are  working. 
They  see  movies  and  go  bowling  together. 
The  two  recently  spent  some  time  in  the 
Marin  Headlands  trying  out  Cooper’s  new 
camera.  Amaya’s  goal  is  a career  in  archi- 
tecture. and  according  Cooper.  “She  has  a 
good  eye,  She  took  some  great  pho- 
tographs" 


MeHlwju  WMfes 

The  San  Francisco  Mentoring  Coalition 
(SFMC),  a program  of  the  Volunteer 
Center  of  San  Francisco,  matches  more 
than  1500  youths  with  carefully  screened 
adults  each  year.  Emphasis  and  interests 
shared  by  mentors  and  students  range  from 
sports  to  the  arts,  outdoor  activities,  and 
social  events. 

A recent  survey  conducted  by  Big 
Brotlters/Big  Sisters  of  America  indicated 
that  youths  with  mentors  typically  avoid 
many  of  the  common  pitfalls  of  growing 
up.  Twenty  seven  percent  of  mentored 
youths  were  less  likely  to  start  drinking. 
Forty  six  percent  were  less  likely  to  start 
using  drugs.  Fifty  two  percent  were  less 
likely  to  skip  scliool.  In  addition,  more 
Uian  half  of  tltese  youtlis  improved  their 
grades  and  90%  went  on  to  college  or 
planned  to  do  so  within  a year. 

SFMC  urgently  needs  adults  to  serve 
as  role  models  for  nearly  400  youths, 
many  from  the  Mission  district.  Persons  of 
color  and  men  are  particularly  needed  as 
mentors.  Adults  from  all  walks  of  life, 
most  of  who  have  full-time  jobs,  volunteer 
one  to  three  hours  a week  building  one-on- 
one  rclationsliips  w ith  their  students. 

Most  volunteer  mentors  will  tell  you 
that  they  get  as  much  out  of  this  unique 
experience  as  the  students  Cooper,  who  is 
a full-time  director  of  a San  Francisco 
antique  gallery,  finds  her  weekly  meetings 
with  Amaya,  rejuvenating.  “It’s  not  an 
exorbitant  amount  of  time  we  spend 
together.”  she  says,  “just  a couple  of  hours 
each  week.  Tutoring  is  not  about  quantity, 
but  quality  ” 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafied  bulk  herbs 

We  carry  a full  line  ♦ Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 

♦ Flower  Essences 

♦ Body  Care  Products 


OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


OPEN  7 DA>iS  A WEEK 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  8x1-0997 


A Women-Owned  Business 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Oldy  Like  New  & Antique 


Carlota  Amaya  with  her  mentor  Elizabeth  Cooper. 


Last  year.  Supervisor  Gavin  Newsom, 
who  has  participated  in  a mentoring  pro- 
gram, passed  a proclamation  aimed  at 
finding  a mentor  for  every  San  Francisco 
youth  who  needs  one  by  the  year  2000. 
The  heat  is  on  to  reach  this  goal. 

To  participate,  call  the  San  Francisco 
Mentoring  Coalition  at  (415)  982-8999. 


ext.  233  or  visit  the  SFMC  website  at 
www.sfmentor.org.  For  mentoring  oppor- 
tunities outside  of  the  Bay  Area,  call  1- 
888-55-YOUTH.  Parents  who  are  interest- 
ed in  SMART  or  other  free  programs  that 
will  enhance  their  children’s  education  are 
encouraged  to  call  SMART  at  (415)  885- 
1333. 


J*A0A  CAPOtil^ 


Capoeira  teens  tram  FREE! 
Qasses  for  ages  5 to  adufl 
Afro-Brantian  Dance  .. ' 
Portuguese  Lanaaa 


When  friends  & family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


The  Andoba  Inn  is  a fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  tmi  in  isrs. 
located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco^ 
richly  international  Mission  District, 
known  as  one  of  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  Gty, 
with  wonderful  art  galleries,  murals, 
bookstores/cafes  and  exdting 
new  restaurants. 


Among  the  amenities  you  will  rnd  at  the  Inn: 


Tours  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  2H2-0337  or  1 (600)  967-0219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  262-2608 
^nd  E-Mail  to: 

AndoraSF#aoLoom 


* Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
• Five  Stin-  Serta  Mattresses 
• Color  TV  with  Remote  & VCR 
(Cot^humf$m } VUto  SOactiom) 

• AM/FM  Clock  Radios 
• Free  Local  Calls 
• Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
• Grand  Library  & Tranquil  Ambiance 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

EUROPEAN  SHARED  BAIN  •$69TD't99 

DELUXE  aoOMSei  SUITES  *»9aTO$l99 

(Add  14«ho(dtn) 

* Dboountzo  Ratts  foa  EnewED  Sun 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


ABADA  Capoeira 

Brazilian  Cultural  Academy 

2576  Mission  (at  20th)  • 5F  • (415)  284-6196  • www.abada,org 


10  a. in.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Md/or  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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Library 

Lady 


"Y^eed  to  know  what  day  of  the  week 
M Christmas  fell  on  in  1519. 1 'm  not  sure 
-A.  if  this  would  mean  using  the  Gregorian 
or  the  Julian  Calendar.  I m writing  a book 
about  the  encounter  in  Mexico  between  the 
indigenous  peoples  and  the  newly  arrived 
Spanish  -I  want  it  to  be  accurate./ 

Lisa 

Lisa,  Library  Lady  is  intrigued  by 
your  question!  I reconunend  starting  with 
a good  almanac,  which  are  chock  full  of 
general  interest  information  about  calen- 
dars and  calendar  dates. 

LL  Step#l  ; The  World  Almanac 
is  a useful  and  wonderful  friend!  First, 
let's  find  out  about  the  Julian  and 
Gregorian  calendars.  Looking  under  the 
subject  heading  “calendars,”  we  find  defi- 
nitions for  both  types  of  calendars.  Both 
calendars,  according  to  the  World 
Almanac,  are  based  on  the  movements  of 
the  sun  and  the  moon.  How  these  move- 
ments are  interpreted  makes  the  different 
calendars  unique.  It  looks  like  the  Julian 
Calendar  would  govern  the  year  1519. 

From  46  BC  to  1582  AD  (see  LL 
Note)  most  nations  in  Europe  used  the 
Julian  Calendar,  which  the  Emperor  Julius 
Cesar  instituted  based  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  his  Greek  advisor.  Sosigenes. 
Sosigenes  supported  the  belief  tJiat  a year 
was  365  days  long  By  ilie  mid-sixteenth 
century,  however,  western  scholars  and 
scientists  generaUy  accepted  the  idea  that 
this  calculation  was  11  minutes  and  14 
seconds  too  long.  So,  the  world  was  get- 
ting ahead  of  the  sun  and  the  moon,  and 
the  calendar  needed  to  be  adjusted. 

In  1582  Pope  Gregory  Xin  decreed 
that  October  4 would  be  followed  by 
October  15.  to  correct  for  the  cumulative 
error  in  time  keeping  resulting  from  the 


CASA  VALENCIA 

Furnished  rooms  for  rent 
in  the  sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  informatio.i  call  552-0825. 


use  of  the  Julian  Calendar.  When  the 
revised  Gregorian  (Calendar  was  adopted 
in  Europe,  New  Years  Day  was  moved 
from  March  25  to  January  1 . 

Spain  anJ  many  other  European  coun- 
tries adopted  the  Gregorian  Calendar  at 
this  time  and  stuck  to  it  over  the  next  three 
centuries,  much  of  the  rest  of  the  world 
followed. 

Checking  under  “calendars”  we  are 
directed  to  use  the  “Perpetual  Calendar 
#7”  for  the  year  1519.  The  Perpetual  cal- 
endar shows  that  Christinas  Day.  which  of 
course  we  have  the  date  for,  December  25, 
fell  on  a Sunday  in  1519! 

LL  Note:  A scholar  at  the  Fine 
Arts  Museums  advises  us  that  AD,  “After 
Death,”  meaning  after  the  death  of  Jesus 
Christ,  has  been  replaced  with  CE,  mean- 
ing “Common  Era,”  and  that  BCE. 
“Before  Common  Era”  has  replaced  BC, 
“Before  Christ.” 

LL  Tip:  For  the  answer  to  this 
question.  Library  Lady  got  great  tips  on 
solving  this  mystery  from  the  people  at 
TIPS,  the  library’s  call-in  reference  ques- 
tion phone  service  (reached  through  the 
Main  Library' ’s  general  number;  (415) 
557-4400). 

Kids  programs  at  the  Mission 
Branch  Ubrarv: 

Wednesday,  December  8,  4 30  pm. 
The  Flying  Calamari  Brothers  (Clown  & 
stunt  show). 

Saturday,  December  11,  1 pm. 
Francisco  Alarcon  reading  and  talking 
about  his  life. 

Tuesday,  December  21,  4 pm. 
Holiday  Party  with  refreshments  and  a 
craft  for  all  ages! 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


Joining  the  Mission  Merchants  Board 
of  Directors  for  the  year  2000  is  Beverly 
Reed,  an  associate  real  estate  broker  with 
Coldwell  Banker.  She  has  26  years  experi- 
ence in  the  real  estate  business.  Reed  is  not 
entirely  happy  with  the  current  red-hot  real 
estate  market,  which  she  sees  as  over- 
priced. “What’s  happening  now  is  real 
scary.  People  are  paying  outrageous  prices. 
These  young  people  in  their  20's  and  30’s 
don’t  understand  that  this  waterfall  of 
money  is  not  forever  ” Reed  expects  the 
boom  to  continue  until  at  least  the  year 
2001.  “These  things  are  cyclical  but  all  tlte 
babyboomers  settling  down  and  buy'ing 
homes  and  all  the  young  people  who  have 
all  the  money  will  keep  tliis  one  going  for 
a while.” 

Reed  who  lives  on  19th  Street  is  a big 
Mission  fan,  “I  love  this  neighborhood. 
It’s  just  so  cool  here.”  Her  daughter  Kaelin 
is  a student  at  San  Diego  State  University. 


The  Mission  Merchants,  the  Hispanic  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Mission  Chinese 
Business  Improvement  Association  urge  you  to  attend; 


Mission  Magic 

An  event  to  benefit  holiday  toy  drives  in  the  Mission 
Monday,  December  6 at  Foreign  Cinema  2534  Mission  Street 
Food  and  drink  Music  by  the  Marcus  Shelby  Trio 
Call  621-0600  for  more  information. 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4  T71^ 


've  never  really  tried  Mexican 
Food  untill  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE 
RESTAURANT  NO.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 
BEST  MARGARITAS 
IN  THE  BAY  AREA 
546  VALENCIA  255-8201 
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Recycling  in  San  Francisco:  A few 
environmentaly  correct  gift  ideas 


By  Debby  Dunn 

Dear  Debby,  I’m  trying  to  a\'oid  the 
wasteful  giji-giving  urge.  Can  you  suggest 
some  quality  green  gift  ideas? 

Sounds  like  you're  fighting  early 
symptoms  of  ajftuenza.  According  to 
Sierra  magazine,  affluenza  is  the  addiction 
to  material  possessions  that  spawns  an 
endless  cycle  of  spending,  overwork, 
waste,  and  debt.  Here's  some  cures 

Give  gift  certificates,  then  they  can  get 
exactly  what  they  want.  Give  a trip,  a night 
on  the  tow  n,  or  a homemade  dinner. 

Give  a membership  to  an  organization,  or 
a donation  to  a person's  favorite  clrarity 

Give  a battery  recharger,  it  saves  money 
and  resources. 

Give  a water  filter,  a compost  bin,  or  a 
plant. 

Give  a wet  cleaning  gift  certificate,  it's  the 
environmentally  friendly  way  to  dr>  clean 
clothes.  Two  local  wet  cleaners  are 
California  Oak  Cleaners,  located  at  4721 
Geary  Blvd.  (415)  386-6766,  and  Union 
French  Cleaners  located  at  1718  Union 
Street  (415)  923-1212. 

Give  Nothing  at  all  (just  a card  or  a hug). 

Give  cash,  one  size  fits  all! 

For  more  great  green  ideas,  order  one 
of  the  SF  Recycling  Program’s  Green 
Holiday  Guides  by  calling  (415)  554- 
3400.  and  check  out  these  great  websites; 

Xlra  Giftnps 

Get  rid  of  those  "never  used  holiday  gifts” 
from  years  past  with  a White  Elephant  Gift 
Exchange  between  your  friends,  family,  or 
cowoikers.  Hopefully,  you’ll  gel  some- 
thing better  in  exchange  for  that  year-old 
fruitcake.  Donate  unwanted  gifts  to  thrift 
stores;  call  554-RECYcle  for  a list. 

Waste  Not  Warn  NM 

Dear  Debby,  What  can  my  family  or  my 
office  do  with  leftover  food  from  holiday 
parties? 


Besides  sharing  them  with  your  fami- 
ly. coworkeis.  and  pets,  you  can  donate 
them.  Food  Ruimers  will  take  prepared 
and  perishable  food.  Call  them  in  advance 
at  (415)  929-1866  to  set  up  a pick  up  time 
or  to  find  a location  to  drop  them  off.  The 
San  Francisco  Food  Bank  will  take  perish- 
able fresh  produce,  bread,  and  packaged 
food.  They  only  pick  up  large  quantities  of 
food,  but  they  do  have  two  drop-off  sites, 
for  more  details  call  (415)  282-1900.  Left 
over  holiday  decorations  and  gifts  are  also 
gladly  accepted. 

Safe  Points 

Dear  Debby,  1 have  diabetes  and  want  to 
know  what  to  do  with  my  used  needles? 

First  of  all,  please  DO  NOT  throw 
needles  in  your  g^age  or  recycling  con- 
tainers! They  pose  a serious  health  threat 
to  the  people  collecting  tliese  materials. 
FREE  Needle  Disposal  Containers  are 
available  at  all  Walgreens  Pharmacies,  as 
well  as  all  SF  District  Health  Centers,  and 
UC  Medical  Center  at  Parnassus  Heights. 
Biohazard  containers  are  available  at  SF 
General  Hospital,  SF  VA  Medical  Center 
Pharmacy,  and  SF  Kaiser  Foundation 
Health  Plan  for  current  patients.  Return 
.full  containers  to  the  same  locations  above 
for  proper  disposal.  For  more  information, 
call  (415)657-4007. 

Waste  Prevention  Up  of  the  MoRtli 

Send  your  old  greeting  cards  to 
Pennsylvania  Resources  Council  (PRC), 
3606  Providence  Road,  Newtown  Square 
PA  19073.  PRC  volunteers  remove  the 
cover  page  and  send  them  to  St  Jude's 
Children’s  Hospital.  The  covers  are  recy- 
cled into  new  cards  and  sold  to  raise  funds 
for  the  internationally  renowned  research 
and  treatment  center.  Also,  most  local 
nursery  schools  and  kindergarten  classes 
are  happy  to  receive  your  old  cards  for  arts 
and  crafts  projects. 

If  you  have  questions  or  article  ideas  that 
you  would  like  to  see  in  coming  issues, 
please  call  (415)  554-3400  or  email  sfre- 
cycle@jci.sfca.us.  Happy,  healthy  waste- 
free  holidays'  Debby  Dunn  is  the  Public 
Outreach  Coordinator  for  the  San 
Francisco  Recycling  Program. 


Ibarra  BRoniiiRS  Priatiag 


WavyGravy  reacts  to  something,  his  photo  perhaps  in  Open  City. 
Photo  by  A.D.Winans 


While  OC259  has  some  non-Sixties 
articles,  such  as  Bryan’s  long  "Was  JFK  Jr. 
murdered?"  (is  there  anything  more  time- 
less than  a dead  Kennedy?),  and  an  excerpt 


By  vmiller 

Yes,  once  again  the  legendary  Open 
City,  San  Francisco’s  first  "under- 
ground” publication  has  resur- 
faced in  a new  format  with  the  same  glee- 
ful irreverence  and  revolutionary  Zeitgeist 
John  Bryart  publisher,  editor  and  prolific 
writer  has  captained  Open  City  through 
various  incarnations  in  the  last  35  years 
and  has  collected  a wealth  of  material  from 
sixties  icons  such  Robert  Crumb,  Charles 
Bukowski  and  Timothy  Leary. 

Bukowski  himself  viciously  but  hilar- 
iously satirized  Bryan  in  an  early  short 
story  called  Open  Pussy.  Bukowski  is  long 
since  dead  to  the  world  but  alive  in  Open 
City  archives  and  therefore  still,  along 
with  more  than  a few  other'nonextant  writ- 
ers, a contributor  to  the  current  issue.  On 
the  other  hand,  Bryan  was  living  it  up  at 
last  month’s  publication  ()arty  at 
Abardoned  Planet  Books,  drinking  cheap 
wine  and  serving  up  mystery  meal  tacos, 
proving  once  again  that  he  who  lasts, 
laughs. 

This  is  issue  #259  of  Open  City: 
there’s  been  quite  a spell  since  #258. 
Bryan,  over  the  decades,  has  come  out 
with  various  Open  City  style  ventures  that 
have  had  lively  but  abbreviated  mns.  In 
between  issues  Bryan  goes  back  to  report- 
ing for  the  monopoly  capital  media  barons. 
He  saves,  schemes  and  bides  his  time  until 
the  hour  is  right  for  a new  version  of  OC  to 
roll  off  the  press.  He  remains  boundlessly 
optimistic.  “This  time,  this  is  it,”  he  says 
with  that  plausible  mad  man  glint  in  his 
eye. 


from  the  writings  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal, 
the  magazine’s  editorial  thrust  is:  bring 
back  the  Sixties.  I gathered  this  from  man- 
aging editor  Alan  (Cohen's  paean  to  the 
Summer  of  Love  and  the  fact  that  "Bring 
Back  the  Sixties!”  appears  at  the  top  of  top 
of  each  page.  While  1 agree  in  part,  I don’t 
think  giving  the  Manson  Family  another 
chance,  restaging  the  Detroit  riots  or 
another  dose  of  the  draft  will  make  my  life 
any  better. 

At  one  point  during  the  publication 
celebration,  Bryan  armounced  he  had  spent 
all  his  money  on  the  booze  and  eats  for  the 
festivities.  To  prove  it  he  whipped  out  a 
banered  old  wallet  that  contained  just  $2 
(coincidentally  the  cost  of  a copy  of  Open 
City).  Now  that’s  some  Sixties  worth  recy- 
cling; reckless  spontaneity,  heedless  gen- 
erosity, virtues  of  Christmas  long  past. 
Good  stuff  still.  Bring  these  back,  leave 
the  rest 


Open  City  is  available  at  Modern  Times 
and  Abandoned  Planet  Books. 
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What  should  we  be 

Sandra  Estrada  owns  tlie  Happy  Pet 
store  on  Taraval  and  she  has  some 
opinions  about  what  we  should  be 
feeding  our  pets.  Estrada  used  to  sell  the 
usual  commercial  variety  pet  foods  in  her 
store,  but  that  was  before  her  dog  became 
diabetic.  Through  her  investigation  into 
her  dog’s. illness,  she  read  a book  titled  A 
Complete  Guide  to  Natural  Health  for 
Dogs  and  Cats  written  by  a homeopathic 
vet  named  Dr.  Pitcairn  The  book  had  a 
devastating  affect  on  her  and  led  her  to  re- 
evaluate her  business.  After  lescarcliing 
the  pet  food  industry^  and  the  quality  of 
food  being  produced,  she  decided  to  open 
the  Happy  Pet  Store. 

Estrada’s  research  revealed  tliat  most 
commercial  pet  food  was  actually  doing 
liarm  to  pets  Run  of  the  mill  pet  foods  arc 
higlily  processed  and  cooked  at  very  high 
temperatures,  which  destroys  enzymes. 
Pet  foods  lliat  lack  nutritional  value  need 
furtlier  supplementation,  which  adds  to  the 
costs  of  feeding  pets  Even  the  amount  of 
protein  listed  doesn't  tell  us  how  much 
protein  is  actually  being  digested.  A lot  of 
it  is  coming  out  in  the  stool  of  the  pets 
Also,  food  contains  far  more  grains  than 
meal  The  amount  of  chicken  may  be  a lot 
less  once  all  the  moisture  is  taken  out. 

Even  if  you  didn't  mind  spending 
extra,  Estrada  says  that  most  of  wliat  we 


feeding  our  pets? 

read  on  the  labels  is  useless.  She  says  it's 
better  to  have  chicken  meal  listed  than  just 
chicken  because  the  chicken  content  is 
higher.  When  food  says  its  “chicken”  or 
“beef.”  there  is  no  guarantee  that  it  only 
contains  these  meats.  There  is  also  other 
meal  that  comes  from  dead  animals, 
including  dogs  and  cats.  This  one  factor 
alone  must  make  us  question  the  effect  the 
food  will  have  on  the  health  of  pets.  Some 
pet  food  is  advertised  as  being  “human 
grade  meat.”  This  is  belter,  but  it  is  still 
cooked  at  high  temperatures,  which  kills 
en^mes  and  therefore  needs  supplemen- 
tatioa 

The  incidence  of  diseases  such  as  can- 
cer, arthritis,  diabetes,  kidney  failure,  skin 
problems  are  increasing  in  pets.  More  and 
more,  domesticated  animals  are  getting  the 
same  diseases  as  humans  are.  Why  is  this? 
Perhaps  we  should  be  looking  more  close- 
ly at  the  food  we  are  giving  our  animals. 

One  long-standing  myth  regarding  pel 
diet  is  that  animals  should  be  given  the 
same  food  each  day.  In  fact,  a variety’  of 
foods  in  the  diet  are  good;  it  ensures  that 
they  get  the  vitamins,  protein,  and 
enzymes  necessary  for  good  health. 

Dry  pet  foods  are  marketed  as  being  a 
“complete  diet”  for  pets.  However,  there 
are  well  known  complications  with  kidney 


Relieve  holiday  stress  and  indulge  yourself 
with  massage.  Or  treat  your  friends. 


1 hr.  massage/$35 
3x1  hr.  sessions/$100 


Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center 
455  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
ph:  415.861.4964 
hrs:  Mon-Fri  11-7,  Sat  9-3 


Excellence  in  acupuncture,  massage  therapy,  herbal  medicine, 
Qi  Gong,  yoga,  and  meditation. 


Dr>  Susan  L.  Oyakawa 


1 1364  Valencia  Sc. 
fSan  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


Tel:(4l5)648-3327 

Fax:(415)648-3171 
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1%  acupuncture 
^ herbal  medicine 
\ health  couneelin^ 
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f PATMAYO,  MS, LAC 

1364  Valencia  San  Franclacc,  CA  94110 
(415)970-1004 
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failure  in  animals  that  subsequeiUly  don't 
drink  enough  liquids.  If  this  dry  pet  food  is 
used,  it  should  be  used  to  complement 
other  foods.  Estrada  suggests  feeding  pets 
raw  meat  because  it  contains  much  more 
enzymes  and  vitamins  than  food  that  is 
cooked  at  high  temperatures.  However,  do 
not  feed  animals  cooked  bones  because 
they  are  dried  out  can  break  up  into  splin- 
ters. The  risk  of  E.coli  and  salmonella  is 
minimal  in  pets  as  they  have  very  strong 
digestive  juices  and  a short  intestinal  tract. 

Estrada's  research  revealed  that  all  the 
advertising  suggesting  a particular  food 
for  older  or  younger  pets  is  meaningless. 
She  also  learned  that  beet  pulp  is  added  to 
many  pet  food  products,  with  companies 
claiming  it  to  be  a source  of  fiber.  In  fact, 
it  works  as  an  artificial  stool  hardener, 
which  can  mask  whether  your  pet  has  diar- 
rhea. It  also  slows  your  pels’  digestion  and 
that  is  not  good,  so  products  that  include 


beet  pulp  should  not  be  used. 

The  Pet  Food  industry  is  huge  and.  as 
with  the  commercial  food  industry  for 
humans,  there  are  many  questions  we 
should  be  asking  about  the  quality  of  the 
products  they  are  producing.  Just  because 
it’s  pet  food  doesn't  mean  we  should  put 
profit  above  health. 


Sandra  Estrada  recommends  two 
books  that  will  help  you  keep  your  pet 
happy;  A Complete  Guide  to  Natural 
Health  for  Dogs  and  Cats  by  Dr.  Pitcairn, 
and  Food  Pets  Die  For  by  Arm  Martia 
The  Happy  Pet  store  is  located  at  709 
Taraval,  San  Francisco  (415)  566-2952. 

Richard  Pitt.  Director  of  the  Pacific 
Academy  of  Homeopathy  and  Health 
Educator,  can  be  contacted  at  (415)  695- 
8200. 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 
Monday  - Saturday  9-5 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros.  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  RengsloriC  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Aranl,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L Lauron.  R.D.H. 


REMEMBER  TO  RECYCLE  YOUR 
USED  MOTOR  OIL  AT  THE  CURB. 

NO  SE  OLVIDE  DE  RECICLAR  EL  ACEITE 
DE  MOTOR  USADO  FRENTE  A SU  CASA. 


^ Drain  your  oil 
into  a leak-proof 
plastic  container. 

^ Drain  your  oil 
filter  overnight 
and  place  it  into 
a leak-proof 
plastic  bag. 

^ Leave  your 
used  motor  oil 
and  used  oil  filters 
on  the  curb  by 
7 am  on  your 
regular  recy- 
cling day. 


^ Vierta  el  aceite 
en  un  recipiente 
de  plastico  que  no 
tenga  perdidas. 

A Deje  escurrir 
el  filtro  de  aceite 
durante  la  noche  y 
coloquelo  en  una 
bolsa  de  plastico 
que  no  tenga 
perdidas. 

^ Deje  el  aceite  de 
motor  y los  filtros  de 
aceite  usados  frente 
a SU  casa  antes  de 
las  7 de  la  mahana 
de  SU  dia  habitual 
de  reciclaje. 


This  service  is  offered  to  the  following 
neighborhoods: 

Este  servicio  se  ofrece  en  los  siguientes  barrios: 
Mission,  Potrero  Hill,  Bayview  Hunteris  Point, 
Bernal  Heights.  Visitacion  Valley, 
Excelsior,  and  Crocker  Amazon. 


If  you  have  questions 
call  1-800-HHW-PKUP 
(1-800-449-7587). 


Si  tiene  alguna  pregunta,  llame  al 
800-HHW-PKUP  (1-800-449-7587). 

funded  by  the  San  Francisco  Hazardous  Waste  Management  Program  (415-554-4333), 
through  a grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board 
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Before 

Christmas 


Hoy  esta  noche 
al  ocaso  del  sol 

me  acostare  con  la  mente  confusa 
el  corazon  atormentado 
y la  alegrfa  de  mi  ser  en  agonia 

Hoy  esta  noche  23  de  diciembre 
sufro  la  cercania  del  dia  navideno 
albricias  para  el  niho  del  mundo 
^Porque  no? 

Que  llegue  a sus  oidos 
el  mensaje  de  paz 
el  juguete  anhelado 
y a su  vientre  un  pan 

Ciervos  divinos 
nalen  pronto  el  trineo 
del  Santa  que  regala 
vayan  prestos 
al  continente  negro 
Asia,  la  America  Central 
el  Caribe,  Sur  America 
La  India 

y a todos  los  rincdnes  del  mundo 
donde  los  nihos  Horan 
sus  etemas  probrezas 
Donde  el  hambre  persiste 
aun  en  navidad. 

Carlos  Claver  Castillo  © 1999 


Today,  this  evening 
as  the  sun  sets 

I'll  go  to  bed  with  confused  mind 

tormented  heart 

and  innermost  joy  in  agony 

Today,  this  night,  December  23rd 
I ache  for  the  coming  of  Christmas 
gifts  for  the  children  of  the  world 
Why  not? 

Let  them  hear 
a message  of  peace 
have  a longed  for  toy 
and  bread  in  their  belly 

Divine  reindeer 
quickly  tow 
Santa's  sleigh 
bearing  presents 
to  Africa 

Asia,  Central  America 

The  Caribbean.  South  America 

India 

And  all  the  comers  of  the  wo‘rld 
where  children  are  crying 
in  everlasting  poverty 
Where  hunger  remains 
even  on  Christmas 

Carlos  Claver  Castillo  © 1999 


Airport  Haiku 

Fat  people  eat  noodles 
Skinny  people  drink  tequila 
Waiting  for  a plane 


Hotel  Haiku 

The  sound  of  water  running  out  of  a 
faucet 

The  noise  of  a creaking  laundry  cart 
All  one  flower 

Apartment 

Haiku 

The  screech  of  birds  in  the  hallway 
The  squeal  of  children  In  the  play- 
ground 
Same  sound 

Train  Station 
Haiku 

Two  old  Japanese  ladies  In  turned  up 
mustard  colored 
Sailor  caps 

Pretty  little  flowers  sitting  in  the  sun 
Ronnie  Burk  © 1999 


Valencia  St. 

1. 

white  woman  in  a sari 
are  you  a student  of  yoga, 
an  escapee  from  some  ashram, 
why  do  you  dress  that  way 
on  a Saturday  night? 

2. 

where  did  you.  and  how  & 
when  & why 
did  you  love  me 
fading.  ill-Irt 
ghost  in  the  rain 

3. 

the  street  is  a bardo 
an  open  door  to  a window 
waving  at  dead  friends 
going  by 

4. 

F.  Scott  Fitzgerald  turns  the  comer  of 
Valencia  & 1 7th 
In  a cream  colored  rolls  royce 
& I'm  not  sure  of  the  time  & place 
crossing  the  street  in  a city 
I no  longer  recognize 

Ronnie  Burk  © 1999 
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fY/  MUSIC  CENTER 

/ CAN  rMANCIBCO 


LEARN  TO  MAKE  MUSIC! 


BAROQUE  • BLUES  • CHINESE  MUSIC 
CLASSICAL  ‘ FOLK  • GOSPEL  • JAZZ 
LATIN  AMERICAN  • ROCK 


PRIVATE  LESSONS  IN  29  INSTRUMENTS  • THEORY  CLASSES  • PERFORMING  ENSEMBLES 
ALL  AGES  & SKILL  LEVELS  • FEES  ON  SLIDING  SCALE 


WINTER  REGISTRATION  JANUARY  7 & 8,  2000 


Community  Music  Center 

544  Capp  Street 

San  Francisco  CA  94110 


415  647  6015 


CALL 

FOR  AN  APPOINTMENT 
AND  A FREE  CATALOG 
www.sfmusic.org 


Richmond  District  Bronch 
74 1 30th  Avenue 


San  Froncisco  CA94121 

415  221  4515 


Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 

777  Valencia  Street 

(415)  437-3456 
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Round  World 
Music  Roview 


Robert  Leaver 


This  past  year  was  remarkable  for  the 
continued  success  of  the  Cuban 
recording  Buena  Vista  Social  Club, 
the  promotional  documentary  film  about 
them,  and  releases  by  affiliated  artists.  In 
fact.  Ruben  Gonzalez,  Ibrahim  Ferrer,  and 
their  “Buena  Vista”  colleagues  played  a 
show  at  the  Paramount  Theater  in  Oakland 
sold  out  crowd.  The  concert  sold  out  in  30 
minutes  and  tickets  were  changing  hands 
for  hundreds  of  dollars  outside  the  venue. 
The  classic  styles  of  Cuban  son  that  they 
play  are  now  a familiar  part  of  our 
American  musical  landscape.  Cuba  redis* 
covered! 

Ferrer’s  musical  release  is  pleasant 
with  some  sweet  tunes  but  ultimately  not  a 
“classic”  record.  Guitarist/Singer  Eliades 
Ochoa  and  Cuarteto  Patria’s  Sublime 
Illusion  features  well  played  versions  of 
some  classic  tunes  given  a gentle  treat- 
ment; but  the  recordings  they  did  with 
Manu  Dibango.  Rumba  Makossa,  and 
blues  harpist  Charlie  Musselwhite  are  ulti- 
mately more  interesting.  Perhaps  the  best 
of  the  Buena  Vista  slew  of  releases  is  that 
by  ninety  five  year  old  guitarist/singer 
Compay  Segurvlo;  Calle  Salud,  which  was 
produced  in  France  and  has  wonderful 
arrangements  featuring  the  clarinet  and 
women  vocalists  who  cany  the  tunes. 

This  past  year  saw  the  emergence  of 
the  Latino  superstar  in  the  marketplace. 
Ricky  Martin,  with  his  Middle  America 
good  looks,  hit  it  big  time  with  his  frat- 
rock  like  Living  La  Vida  Loca.  Also.  Marc 


Anthony  released  his  first  English  record- 
ings on  I Want  to  Know.  He  at  least  main- 
tains a salsa  musical  form  in  his  crossover 
music.  The  question  is  does  this  really 
mean  anything  for  Latinos.  The  fact  Uiat 
they  can  have  success  speaking,  or  singing 
in  English  in  America  does  not  exactly 
imply  that  Latin  culture  has  arrived  in  the 
mainstream. 

Perhaps  a more  interesting  sign  of  the 
times  is  the  success  of  groups  like 
Ozomatli  from  LA  and  San  Francisco's 
own  Los  Mocosos.  There  seems  to  be  a 
large  youth  audience  for  bands  mixing 
Latin  music  with  reggae,  funk,  hip-hop 
and  of  course,  rock.  Latin  rock  bands  are 
now  receiving  the  attention  of  the 
American  rock  establishment,  and  certain- 
ly have  huge  followings  in  the  Latino  com- 
munity. Mana  just  toured  with  Santana; 
Cafe  Tacuba  played  recently  at  Slim's,  and 
many  more  venues  feature  Latin  rock  rww. 

Mv  top  live  releases  for  1999: 

1.  Shh  Durga  by  DJ  Cheb  i Sabbah, 
long  known  for  his  Tuesday  night  gigs  at 
Nickie’s  on  the  lower  Haight,  he  mixes 
dance  beats  with  traditional  Indian  ele- 
ments for  a unique  yet  accessible  sound. 

2.  Sya  by  Issa  Babyogo  is  a mix  of  the 
deep  traditional  sounds  of  Mali  with  elec- 
tronic elements  that  works  well. 

3.  Distinto  Diferente  by  the  Afro- 
Cuban  All  Stars  features  great  horn 
arrangements,  vocals,  guitar,  and  percus- 


There  are  paintings. 
And  then 
there  are 
masterpieces. 


Grand 

• Exclusive  Preservation  Plus’”  framing. 
The  methods  & materials  used  to 
protect  your  fine  artwork. 

• To  control  quality,  all  framing  is  done 
on  the  premises  using  state  of  the  art 
equipment. 

• Commercial  Accounts  Welcome. 


Same  thing  goes  for  the 
frames  around  them. 


• We  stock  a vast  variety  of  high  qualify 
materials  and  pass  on  our 
volume  savings. 

• We  provide  the  fastest  turnaround  & 
highest  quality  in  the  industryl 

• 100%  "No  Problem"  Guarantee! 


Opening! 


San  Francisco 

695  San  Jose  Ave. 
(415)  282-3620 


S^FRAME 

Expert  Picture  Framing 

If  it’s  important  to  you. 
It’s  important  to  us.~ 


sioa  Pedro  Calvo  of  Los  Van  Van  sings  on 
several  cuts. 

4.  Parranda:  Africa  in  Central 
America  is  a collection  of  superb  record- 
ings featuring  aging  legends  and  a new 
generation  songsmiths  from  the  Garifuna 
peoples  of  the  Caribbean  coast  of  Central 
America  and  their  acoustic  African- 
derived  music. 

5.  Briyumba  Palo  Congo  by  Chucho 
Valdes,  the  legendary  Cuban  pianist,  and 
leader  of  the  group  Irakere  gives  us  a fast 
paced  incendiary  jazz  recording  largely 
with  just  him  on  acoustic  piano  and  a 
rhythm  section. 


Reissue  Record  of  Ifee  Year. 

Los  Heroes  by  Estrellas  de  Areito 
the  greatest  Cuban  jam  session  ever 
recorded. 

The  Elba  Room,  647  Valencia  Street,  will 
be  reopening  the  upstairs  room  this  month 
after  being  repaired  for  fire  damage. 
Meanwhile,  shows  have  been  continuing 
during  the  week  downstairs.  Round  World 
Productions  presents  live  music  on 
Thursdays  with  DJ  Baaba-Loup.  All  shows 
start  at  10  pm.  December  2:  Charanson. 
December  9 & 23:  Salsa  with  Mazacote. 
December  18:  Cuban  Salsa  with  a special 
performance  by  Jesus  Diaz  & QBA. 


TreeCycUng  is  oh 

Youv  Recycling  D^y 

Recycle  Your  Tree  Fhe  Curb! 

OH  fUe  -Pirsf  recydlng  Aa\y 

o\-Pfer  Hew  leavts  P<xy,  by  6 


TtnVe  o-P-P 
Huseis  Q 


bense 


* Trees  OH  curb  OH 
oHner  will 
b€COl»^e  KotsU 


W^sVe  P»-cv€hHoh  Tips; 

^ Vse  cIoHa  HOVpUuS  Or  COi*MCS 
Fo  wr^p  ^i-pfs 

^ Recycle  your  use^ 
Uoli^A^y  C<Ar<As.  Prohf 
oP  c<nr<A  only  frccydc 
b<H<dt)  Fo  ^iv\F  Ju<Ae‘s 
RohhcU  For  CUil<Ar€V\ 

p.o.  Box  C0\00, 
Boul«Aer  GFy, 

^ C^ll  us  "Por  ^ 
^ee  copy  oP  Fhe 
"H<xve  yourselP  as. 
Green  HoluA^y  (SuuAe" 


IP  you  iHiss  your  TreeCycliH^  P<Hy 
CWl  Por  Free  Arop  oPP  1oc<hHoh$  <hF 
(415)  554-RECYcle 


: DON'I  BE  rOOlEO  BY  BEBEB  EBAMINE  SIBRES'  BISCOBNI CBUPBNS!  i 
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fine  Cu$tom  framing  & Gallery 
Experf  Picture  framing 
Ihaf  Works  with  Your  Art! 


The  LargesI  ielecfion  of  Readymade  frames  in  San  francisco 


$3995 


framing 


Beveled 


Sale 


Mirror 


WHILE  YOU 


24”  X 36” 

$3995 


934  Valencia  af  20fh  Sfreef 


Up  to  24"  X 
361nchdee  frame. 
lilllT  Cnmil  mounting,  wire  & 

WAII  SPECIAL 

Expires  Jan  3. 2000  Limit  2 per  customer. 


STILL  THL  BLST  FRAMING  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO!" 

frames@bacl<2picture.com 
mvvv.backZpicture.com 

telephone:  (415)  026-2321 
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"lOi-ur  Traditi©i\'al  Mcxica^t  F®©d 
the  ill'  the  ^aV  ®^rca” 


1 7th  & Valencia 

Open  daily  Warn  to  10pm 


W 1 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  10am  to  12am 


iVif'rl'RalT.'  a CyOXh^vi 


